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F the Favours of Fortune 
were to be eſteemed invariably 
ſo many Indications of ſupe- 
riour Merit, The States of 
Germany would, perhaps, have 
witneſſed leſs Aſtoniſnment, and betrayed 
leſs Diſſatisfaction, on ſecing the Daughter 
of a French Gentleman to highly advanced, 
as to become the Conſort of one of the 
moſt conſiderable Princes in the Empire. 


A Bur 


Bur as that fantaſtic Deity reſembles 
Juſtice only in her Blindneſs, and ſcatters 
her Graces at random, entirely careleſs on 
whom they fall, the Germans, who wete 
not acquainted with the Virtues and Ac- , 
compliſhments of Mademoiſelle /Obr=7e, *© * 
did not fail to cenſure the Duke of . 2 
very ſeverely, for having lighted ſo many 
illuſtrious Ladies of his own Rank, and con- 

deſcended to caſt his Eye on a Foreigner, 
of ſcarce noble Blood, who came into the 

Empire by Chance, in no better Situation 
than that of one of the Attendants of 
the Counteſs * de T te, who be- 

ing of the Reformed Religion, had retired 
from France, to enjoy the Liberty of Con- 
{cience, allowed in Germany. | 

His ſerene Highnels had, however, ſeen 

Mademoiſelle 4 Ohr —ſfe, for the firſt Time, J. 
at Breda; and the Impreſſion her Beauties, 
then in their ful! Bloom, had made upon him, 
no Confiderations whatever could efface. 

Bur, that ſhe was young and amiable, 
was not the only Excuſe the Duke had to 
plead for caſting his Eyes ſo low: ſhe was 
innocent ; ſhe was diſcreet ; ſhe was virtu- 


_ ous. If ſhe attracted the Eyes and Ad- 
miration N 


how — — i ( 


* A Princeſs of one of the Branches of He/e + Madem- 
eiſclle 4 Or. — , was her Maid of Honour. 
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miration of every Body where ſhe came, 
it ſeemed rather to illuſtrate her Modeſty, 
than awake her Vanity; and the Applauſe 
that ever waited upon her diſtinguiſned Per- 
fections, to her appeared but the Effects of 
common Complaiſance. 

Had ſhe, therefore, deſcended from An- 
ceſtors equally illuſtrious with thoſe of the 
Duke, ſhe had been worth his Ambition; 
and humbly born as ſhe was, with ſo 
much Beauty, and ſo much Virtue, none 
but the vain-glorious Great could blame 
his Choice; which, if not calculated to 
flatter his Pride, promiſed him abundant 
Ametids in Happineſs. 

Lovs, we all know, is a Leveller : It 
was no wonder, therefore, to ſee the Duke, 


though a German, forgetting his high 


State, and ſubmitting to a Power ſuperiour 
to his own. 

Bur though the Greatneſs of the Offer 
might have juſtify'd an cager Acceptance, 
Mademoiſelle 4 0 r ſe behaved with a 


Moderation upon the Ocafion; not to-be 


expected from her Sex or Years ; by remon- 
ftrating the extreme Diſtance between his 
Highneſs and herſelf, and the ill Effects 
that might be feared from his more recol- 

lected Thoughts, when the Prince ſhould 


again get the upper Hand of the Lover, 


3 and 


(a) 


and Repentance perhaps bring on Diſguſt, 

and Loathing. i 

INDpEED, the Delicacy of theſe Scruples | 
ſerved only to inflame his Highneſs the 
more; Who having, in the moſt warm and 
paſlionate Manner, given her repeated Aſ- 
ſurances that they were wholly without 
Foundation, ſhe. could no longer reject the 
Inftances, or doubt the Sincerity of a 
Prince, who gave ſuch unqueſtionable 
Proofs of a Paſſion, to Perſons of his ſub- 
lime Rank, ſo rarely known. | 
Luxr none perſuade themſelves that 
there was more of Artifice, than Reality, 
in this Self- Denial of Mademoiſelle a” 
Qbr—ſe,; for, when actually become Con- 
ſort to the Duke, and thereby authorized 
to ſhare in his Titles as well as in his Bed, 
ſhe betrayed no Impatience to enjoy what 
other Ladies ſo paſſionately long for; in- 
ſomuch, that many Years paſſed before the 
Duke applied to the ꝙ Emperor Leopold, 
to inveſt her with the Ducal Dignity, and 
acknowledge her in Quality of a Sove- 
reign Princeſs; nor was this Compliance 
then extorted from him by her Importu- 
nities, * flowed freely from his own, Ex- 


perience 


— 
* 


1 1 It is to be obſerved, that if a Prince of the Empire mar- 
ries a Lady of inferior Rank, he cannot aſſume her Buſ- 
band's Title, without an expres Patent from the Emperor. 
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8 
perience of her tranſcendant Merit; and ſo 
earneſtly did he proſecute his Suit in her 


Favour, at the Imperial Court, that tho 


it was travers'd by the whole Weight ang 
Intereſt of Ern Adg<ſtzs, EQ. 


of H r, his Brother, he had the 
Pleaſure to carry his bars and ſalute her 


Dutcheſs of eee 


Ir Er of H 


ſince this n been doubly incenſed 
againſt the Prince his Brother; that is to 


ſay, for marrying a Lady who was ſo far 


his Inferiour in Birth, and for his Breach 
of Promiſe in marrying at all. 

He had, however, in part difſernbled 
his Diſſatisfaction; for till Madam 4 Obr. -ſe 


was created Ducheſs of 2 by the 


Emperor, her Children could not ſucceed 
to the 'Sovereignty, which, in ſach Caſe, 
devolved to the Houſe of H , who 
were the preſumptive Heirs : It was, there- 
fore, the Intereſt of the EleQor to oppoſe 
her Advancement with all his Strength, 
which he did openly, and without any Re- 
ſerve though not with the deſited Succeſs. 
His Imperial Majeſty was then at War with 
the Turks, and the Duke of Z. out-bid= 


ding his Brother, in the Aſſiſtance he con- 


tributed againſt the common Enemy, got 
the better in the Conteſt; the Actions of 
Princes being governed by their Intereſts 

and 
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and Paſſions as well as thoſe of private 


Men. 
was attach'd 


Ir the Ducheſs of Z— 3 
to her Uluſtrious Conſort by Inclination 
before, Gratitude now ſtrengthened the 
Union, and it became the ſole Endeayour 
of her Life to make him Happy: while 
their Subjects, charm'd with an Example ſo 
ſeldom to be met with in Courts, wearied 
Heaven with Prayers for an hereditary 
Prince, who might inherit the Virtues of 
his Parents, and prove an equal Bleſſing 
to their Poſterity. But their Deſires did 
not ſuit with the unſearchable Decrees of 
Providence; and the only Fruit of this 
5 happy Marriage was one Daughter, who 
became celebrated for her Gifts and Graces, 
but more for her Misfortunes. 
Fo this young Lady, when in the full 
. Bloom of her Youth and Beauty, adorn'd 
with an Education worthy her high Birth, 
ſeveral of the neighbouring Princes became 
_ , Suiters to the Duke her Father. But of 
6 all, the Prince of Mlf-mb-i- had the 
faireſt Proſpect of being the happy Man: 
His Propoſals were not only heard favour- 
ably, but actually accepted; the Princeſs 
herielf made no Objections, and ſcarce any 
thing remained in Diſpute, but the very 
Day of Conſummation: a Day that, to her 
inexpreſſible Misfortune, never arriv'd! 
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Taz Eleftor of HI,, as it is eaſy 
to imagine, could by no means reliſh a 
Marriage, which cut off all Hopes of uni- 
ting his Brother's Dominions to his own 
the Thing in the Univerſe which he covet- 
ed moſt; but found himſelf under a double 
Difficulty to break it off, vis. the Pro 
greſs which the Prince of W-If-mb-t-1 had 
already made, and the Averſion which the 
El —eſs his Conſort had teſtify'd'to the 
Marriage of the Prince her eldeſt Son, with 
the Princeſs of Z—, who was tainted, as ſhe 
thought, with the mean Birth of her Mother. 
She had; moreover, raiſed her Thoughts to 
an Alliance with the Royal Houſeof Ra, 
from which, ſhe herſelf had the Honour to 
be deſcended; and the El-—al Prince had 
actually made a Viſit to that Kingdom, 
with the View of paying his Addreſſes to 
the Lady A., fince ſo celebrated in the(s) 
Annals of Europe. 

To ſurmount both theſe Obſtacles, the 
El r, however, addreſs'd himſelf, with a 
Reſolution not to be diſappointed; and 
to begin with what, he thought the 
greateſt, the Prejudice of the El — - 
eſs he not only endeayoured himſelf 
to win her over to his Meaſures, but be- 
ſieged her round with the joint Inftances N 
of every one whoſe Judgment ſhe had any f 
Opinion of, or who had any Share of her 
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(8) 
Confidence and Favour : And with ſuch 


ſurprizing Succeſs were their Endea vours 
attended, that, from oppoſing this favourite 


Meafure of the El. s with Vehemence, 


ſhe all at once eſponſed it as warmly; nay, 


even made a Point of being entruſted with 


the whotke Management ob the Affair her- 
| an! N 

IN. Auth, no Nerſcn 1 Was r quali- 
fied for tlie Undertaking; for ſhe was 
equally a profound Politician, and a refin'd 
Courtier; and, though ſhe had ever treat- 


ed the Ducheis of Z—: with a Haughti- 
neſs ſcarce excuſable, ſne had, neyertheleſs, 5 


found out a Way to qualify. it in ſuch a 


Manner to the Duke, that, inſtead of re- 


ſenting it, he almoſt looked upon the Con- 
tinuance of her Refund ko him as a Fa- 
vun 

Wirn this Aſcendancy 0 over the Mind 
A the Duke, ſhe wiſely reſolved to be 
her own Embaſſadreſs, as if fully perſuaded 
that, however -intracable he might prove 


to others, he would be able to deny her 


nothing: To the Weight of her own In- 
ſtances, ſhe likewiſe thought proper to add 
all the Advantages to be gathered from a 


Surprize; and therefore, without dropping 


the leaſt Hint to any Body of her Inten- 
tions, the ordered her Equipage to be made 
ready, and at the Cloſe of a» Summer's 
Day, 


(9) 


Day, ſet out for, * Z—— where, by the 


Help of proper Relays, ſhe arrived ſo early 


the next Morning, that both the Duke and 


Duacheſs were yet a Bed: Nor would ſhe 


ſuffer any Notice to be given them of her 


Arrival, but, diſpencing with all Ceremony, 


inſiſted on being introduced to their Bed- 
ſide ; Which was done accordingly. 

But. nothing could equal the Aſtoniſh- 
ment of both, on hearing the Door opened 
without their Command, and ſeeing the 
El reſs enter, who was the Perſon in the 
World leaft expected, and to the Lady, per- 
haps, the leaſt Welcome. | 

As no body knew better than the E—fz, 


that, among Princes eſpecially, ſuch me 

| doms were almoſt without Precedent ; ſhe 
made Haſte to unriddle a Myſtery, which ſhe 
could not help ſeeing created more Pain than 


Pleaſure; bur, with a Strain of Policy which 


had ſomething of cruel in it, choſe to expreſs 
herſelf in German, which ſhe knew the 
Ducheſs did not underſtand, 


War Arguments derived from Proxi- 
mity of Blood, mutual Intereſt, mutual 


Danger, Family, Perſonal or National Con- 


cerns, ſhe employed to carry her Point, it 
is geodleſa to ſuggeſt: But ſo powerful 
Were 


* 


TM ten Lan diſtant from H. ? 


(10) 


were thoſe Arguments, of whatever Kind, 


10 happy her Perſuafion, or ſo irreſiſtable 
her Influence, that, in two ſhort Hours, 


(6 ) the unrayelled all the Prince of W-If-m- 


b-t-I's Negotiations, and obtained a poſt- 
tive Promite, that the Heireſs of Z 
ſhould be diſpoſed of to none but her firſt 


(,9 Couſin P—G—; with the whole Duchy 


of Z for her Dowry. 
Ins Ducheſs, however, was too muck 
a Woman to bear ſo long a Converſation, 
one Word of which ſhe did not under- 
ſtand, without expreſſing great Uneaſineſs, 


nor by frequent Interruptions, conjuring her 


Coniort to let her ſhare in the Secret, 
which her El--—al Highneſs took ſuch 
Care to keep her a Stranger to. But, tho' 
the Duke had hitherto comply'd with her 
Inclinations in all Things, this conde- 
ſcending Viſit ſo effectually flattered his 
Pride, that Love had loft its uſual Hold, 


and her repeated Importunities ſeem'd only 


to produce ſo many Denials; the El reis 
having firſt unboſomed, on Condition, that 
the Ducheſs ſhould not be made acquaint- 


ed-with the Occaſion of her coming, till 


he had given her a deciſive Anſwer. 


As Curioſity has no Reſt till it is grati- 


Hed, the Ducheſs thought every Moment 


an Age, till ſhe had an Opportunity of 


ſifting out the Truth; which, no doubt, 


9.7 eee, A Ffetuugards — 


. 


3 . . #71 16 e, 


11 1727 


'$ 


that his Bride would have but a Very len- 
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Cen} 
ſhe had not the leſs Appetite for, becauſe 
it had been ſo often denied her. But pro- 


vided we are let into a Secret, we care not 


how dearly we pay for it; and thus, when 
the Ducheſs was at laſt indulged with what 
ſhe had ſo vehemently deſired, inſtead of cus» 
ring, it only ſerved to redouble her Vexation. 

Tnovcn ſhe had not preſum'd openly to 
reſent the Slights put upon her by the 
Houſe of H, they had left a very bitter 
Reliſh upon her Memory ; and, by the 
Manner in which the El—s had now treat- 
ed her, the law no Proſpect of Advantage to 
herſelf, even from a Marriage which that 
Princeſs had taken ſuch an Extraordinary 
Step to bring about. She was not with=- 
out Apprehenſions neither, that the Con- 
tempt thrown upon her would deſcend like- 
wiſe to her Daughter; for whoſe Happineſs 
the e tenderly concerned, and which 
ſeemed to be little conſulted in a Match 


that had nothing but Intereſt for its Foun- 


dation; the young Prince having already 
contracted ſuch a Familiarity with a certain 
* HJ——1-Lady, as ſatficiently witneſſed 


der Intereſt in his Heart, 
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( 12) 
- 'Rxevorvixc theſe and many other per- 
plexing Thoughts, ſhe could not help burſt- 
ing into a Torrent of Tears, and with the 
utmoſt Earneſtneſs, beſeeching her Lord to 
have a due Concern for his Daughter's Hap- 
pineſs, however indifferent he was grown 
to hers; nor did ſhe forget to mingle ſuch 
Reaſons with her Paſſion, as might au- 
thorize this firft Oppoſition ſhe ever of- 
fered to his Will, and induce him to alter 
bis Mind a ſecond Time. But all in vain. 


Neither the Conſideration of his Breach 


of Faith to the Duke of Melf-ub- t- l, nor 
the apparent Affront offer'd to his Ducheſs, 
nor the Hazards which threaten'd his 
Danghter, ſeemed to have any Weight. 


11. N he aggrandizing the Houſe of L—mnb--gh 


had ſwallowed up every other Concern, 


= and ſhe who had, till that fatal Moment, 


been able to influence his Reſolutions 
as the pleaſed, from that fatal Moment loſt 


her Influence entirely, agd could recover 
it no more. 


. = Tux EI ss, indeed, rightly appre- 


hending that the Ducheſs would not fail 


to oppole, with her whole Strength, a Pro- - 
jet which was concerted; not only with- 


out her Participation, but in Defiance of 
all ſhe could do to render it abortive, re- 
ſolved to give the Duke no Time to cool, 
and therefore diſpatched a Courier imme- 
diately 


——— —ͤ — > 3 
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diately to H-, both to acquaint the El--r. 
with the Succeſs of her Negotiations, and 
requjre the Preſence of her Son forthwith; 

that Delays might not prove as fatal to 5 
Prezenſions, as t hey had to thoſe of the Prince 

of W-lf-mb-t-l, his Rival. Nor did ſhe op! © 
here, but employed. the Interval in adjuſt- 
ing the Marriage- Articles, to the minuteſt 
Circumſtance ; fo that when his EI— al 
Highneſs arrived, he had nothing to do but 
to make his Compliments, and take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Bride. 

Aus TfTiox hath its Ardour as well as. 
Love; but then 'tis of a very different 
Kind, as was evidenced in the Behaviour 
of this young Prince, who appeared rather 
as a Suiter to the Duchy, than to the 
Lady in whole Right He was one Day to 
enjoy it. But all that was wanting in 
Gallantry on his Side, being amply made 


up by the Addreſs of the EI— fs his 


Mother, a ſhort Day was appointed for the 
nuptial Ceremony, which was performed 
with as much Pomp and Solemnity as the 
Time would give Leave. 

Born the Bride and Bridegroom who were 
to be the principal Figures, were ſo adorn- 
ed with the Court- glitter uſual upon theſe 
Occaſions, that if, by their out ward Pomp, 
the SpeQators had been to gueſs cf their 
inward Tranguillity, they might have been 

rank'd 
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(14) 
rank'd juſtly among the happieſt Perſons 
in the Univerſe. 

Bur neither Gold, nor Jewelz, nor State, 
nor Sovereignty, beſtow Happineſs; and a 
heavy Heart will, in the midſt of all, hang 
a Cloud upon the Brow. It was thus with 
the Princeis: ſhe looked upon herſelf as a 
State- Victim; and though ſhe was all Re- 
fignation, betray d ſuch a Melancholly as 
would have became Iphigenia, when on the 
Point of being ſacrificed, 

As for the Bridegroom, he was, by N a- 
ture, ſullen, reſerv'd, haughty, Fe ſelf- 
iſh ; he conſidered the Princels as only the 
Title-Deeds to the Duchy of Z—, 
which even his Father did not more greedi- 
Iy long for; and conſequently behaved like 
one going through a Ceremonial which he 
thought tedious and burdenſome, but found 
neceſſary. An Affectation of Gallantry he 
was obliged to put on, but then it was 
viſibly an Affectation; and though he gave 
his Hand to his Bride, his Heart remained 
ſtill in the Boſom of his Miſtreſs. | 

APPEARANCES of this untoward Na- 
ture, were by no means pleaſing either to 
the Duke or Ducheſs; the laſt eſpecial- 
ly being ſcarce able to conceal her Chagrin, 
which eſcaped in frequent Sighs, that ſhe 
found it impoſſible to ſtifle, The El 
was indeed the only happy Perſon; who oy 
this 


(15) 
this triumphant Criſis, enjoyed all the 
Tranſport of Politicians, who ask only 
for Succeſs to their Meaſures, and laugh 
at all other Conſiderations. 

No outward Marks of SatisfaQtion, how- 
ever, were wanting to deceive the Public 
into an Opinion, that Princes are to the 
full as happy as they are great. 

Tuis favourite Point thus effectually 
obtained, neither the El-—fs nor her Son 
had any further Buſineſs at Z. Ina 
few Days after the Solemnity, therefore, 
they {et out for H together with 
the Bride, whoſe Grief upon quitting her 
Parents, was no Way diminiſh'd, either by 
the pompous Reception ſhe met with from 
the El r, her Father-in-Law, or the 
phlegmatic Careſſes of the Prince her Huſ- 

and. 

AMBITION and Gallantry, as in moſt o- 
ther Courts, were at this Juncture the eſta- 
bliſh'd Idols in that of lo and, AC= 
cording to the uſual Courſe of Exchange 
between the Sexes, Ladies became power- 
full, and Lords were made happy, by mu- 
tual Obligations conferred upon each o- 
ther. 

WHEKE ſuch was the Commerce, it is 
not to be wondered that Dreſs, Equipage, 
Balls, and every other faſhionable Oſten- 
tation, gave a Luſtre to the Place where 
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it was ſo LR; carry'd on; nor 
that foreign Adventurers ſhould put in 
there with a flattering Gale of Hope, as 
to a Port where Fortune promiſed to make 
their Voyage proſperous, 


THE El 


Princes (who all affect to be thought fo 


many little Czſars ) ſavour'd rather too 


much of the Buskin, was not wanting ei- 
ther in Courteſy or Munificence : And as 
to the El is, having in her very In- 
fancy been made acquainted with Ad ver- 
fity, it had both improy'd her Head, and 
totren'd her Heart; whence it followed that 
the was alike capable of diſtinguiſhing 
Merit, and relieving . Calamity. "Beſides! 
tuch was her Addrefs, that if all who 
beſought her Protection could not be 
tery'd to their Withes, all were obliged 
even beyond them. Her Pride affected 


only thoſe who were of equal Rank to 


herſelf; to thoſe beneath her, ſhe was all 
Condeſcention: And though the Ducheſs 
of Z-— complained of her Haughtinefs, 


but few could be perſuaded to think her 
Complaints were juſt. To ſum up the 
reſt of her Character in few Words: She 
was as much a Miſtreſs of Books and 
Languages, as the Arts of Courts ; for 


in her Youth, when the whole Family of 
the 


r himſelf, though kk Man- 
ner, like that of the Ret of the German 
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(17) 
the King her Father were made the Sport 


of Fortune, Learning had been her Con- 
ſolation, and became now her Glory. 


To this Court, ſo brilliant before, the 


late Marriage mide no ſmall Addition of 


Splendour; for the young Nobility then at 


£—, as well Natives as Strangers, thought 


it a Point of Duty as well as Gallantry to 
wait upon the Bride to the Court of the 


Prince her Husband ; and at their Head ap- 


pear'd the young Count K—nngſ—rk, a 


noble Swede, in the Flower of his Age, ad- 


mirably well made, tall, handſome, with 
flowing Hair, ſprightly Eyes; : in one Word, 
an equal Mixture of Mars and Adonis. — 

Though born in Sweden, he had been 
trained up in the Court of Z- „and 


while both the Princeſs and he were Chil- 


dren, had often the Honour to be diſtin- 


guiſhed by her, as one whoſe Services ſhe 


reliſh'd moſt ; Approbation on one Hand, 
there fore, did not fail to produce Zeal and 


Aſſiduity on the other; and though nei- 


ther, perhaps, was aware of the Cauſe, 
the Princeſs never appear'd ſo gay, as in the 


K—nngſ—rk fo happy, as when waiting 
upon the Princels. 


Wrrtx what Eye, therefore, he regard- 


ed this Marriage, need not be explained; 


and that the Princeſs was pleaſed to the | 
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him in her Cirele at H- 
doubted. She ſaw herſelf ſurrounded with 
Strangers; ſhe found herſelf ſoon to be 
held of little Conſequence, and diſcover'd 
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(18). 


—, cannot be 


that the Herd of Courtiers preſumed to 


treat her accordingly. A . Confident, 


therefore, to unboſom to, to adviſe with, 
to receive both Council and Fre 


from, was what ſhe could not fail to long 


for, and in him preferable to all others. 
On the other Hand, the Count, who had 
ever conſidered her as his Day-Star which 
he never failed to worſhip, could no long- 
er think of returning to £4 
had now loſt its only Charm, but deſired 
above all Things to. continue within the 
Reach of her Eve, and to make her the 
Regent of his Fate. In order to which, 


he found Ways and Means to recommend 
r, that 


himſelf ſo effectually to the El 
he ſoon obtained a Commiſſion in his For- 
ces, and a Stipend ſuitable to his Rank. 
Bur this was far ſhort of his Defires.—— 
To have a Pretence to reſide at H 


was laying the Foundation ; but nothing 


ſhort of a free Acceſs to. Court, could fi- 
niſh the Building: In order, therefore, to 
accompliſh the reſt, he paid his Court 
with all the Addreſs he was Maſter of, 


2 to Prince Charles, Brother to his EI —1 
High- 


Ales Nerds, 
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High—6 who {ſpent almoſt every Even- 
ing among the Ladies of his Mother's 
Court, and often ſelected ſome young 
Lord or other to be of the Party: Nor 
did his Endeavours fail him, for the young 
Prince became in a very ſhort Time ſo 
entirely attach'd to the gallant Swede, 
that he prefer d his Company to all other, 
and thencefor ward never made a Viſit with- 
out. him. | 

HITrHERTO the Count had followed the 
Princeſs, and delighted in her Company, 
almoſt he knew not why; chuſing rather 
to perſuade himſelf, that he made his 
Court to a Patronels, than aſpired to her 
more immediate Fayour. But this daily 
Acceſs, the gracious Reception he al- 
ways met with, and the. Diſcovery he 
ſoon began to make, that the Marriages 
of Princes were more calculated to flatter 
their Ambition, than gratify their more 
tender Paſſions, by adminiſtring Food 


to his Hope, made him ſenſible, that this 


eager Attachment bordered. very nearly 


upon Love. 


But Love was a Sound not even to | 
be whiſpered without Danger. Over and 


above the Diſproportion of Rank, the 


Princeſs was now married, and every 
Thing was to be apprehended from. the 
Power of her Conſort, as well as her own 

. un- 


„ 
unqueſtionable Virtue. Prudence, there- 
fore, diſſuaded him even from thinking 
of what it was impoſſible for him to ob- 
tain : But Vanity and Self- Deluſion re- 
moved and leſſened every Obſtacle, and 
by falling in with his Paſſions, like ali 
other Sycophants, led him on blind-fold 
to his Ruin, To ſee her, to meet her 
Regards, to enjoy the Pleaſure of her 
Converſation, to receive the Honour of 
her Commands, he propoſed to make 
the Bounds of his Ambition, and eſteem- 
ed Elyſum itſelf, in Compariſon to the 
Hell of an eternal Baniſhment, whi- 
ther Deſpair would be ſure to follow 
him. DE | 

As to the Princeſs, who had ever 
ſhewn him a more than ordinary Regard, 
without diſcovering any particular Reaſon 
for ſo doing, ſhe could not help being 
more pleaſed than ever, to ſee him en- 
tertained in a Court, where ſhe was now 
eſtabliſhed for Life, and where ſhe began 
already to preſage, ſhe ſhould ſtand in 
need of a Counſellor and a Friend: Of 
this ſhe did not fail to give him a gracious 
Hint, the very firſt Time ſhe had an Op- 
portunity ; and though the Terms ſhe 
uſed, were ſuch as were dictated only by 
her own ſecret Diſcontents, the Count 
did not fail to give them ſuch a 
Turn, as beſt correſponded with his own 

| NS tow 'ring 


( 21 
tow'ring Wiſhes. Such a Seducer is 
Love ! 
WHOEVER from beneath had looked up 
to the Princeſs upon her State-Eminence, 
ſo great in herſelf, ſo adyantageouſly mar- 
ried, and as the Mother (for ſo ſhe ſoon 
became) of a Prince, would have been 
tempted to rank her among the happieſt 
of Women. But, alas! the Fact was very 
different from the Appearance, The 
El r treated her with Complaiſance, 
but it was apparently forced, cold, and 
unnatural ; the El——is, though one 
of the beſt-bred Women of her Time, 
with ſcarce any Complaiſance at all; as if 
the thought the Daughter of Madam 
4 Obr. — ſe, had nothing to claim in Right 
of her Deſcent from the Duke of Z : 
I The Prince, her Conſort, thought himſelf 
authorized to copy the Behaviour of his 
Parents, with a cruel Fidelity; and, what 
was worſt of all, the Counteſs of Pn, 
the El-——r's Miſtreſs, vied with her in | 
all Things; nay, affected a Superiority, and , 
ſeemed to look down upon her, as no mare 
than a State-Cypher. | 
Tus intriguing Lady was a native f 
Heſſe, and nobly deſcended ; but the Count { #0.) 
de Pl AKE, her Husband, was more o 
bliged to his good Fortune, than his Birth; 
having owed his Elevation ſolely to his 
'B 3 Aſcendancy 
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Who governed the El 


(22) 


Aſcendancy over the El—r, his Maſter 8 


Temper, which he had ſtudied with the 


utmoſt exactneſs, and knew as exactly how 
to gratify and oblige. 

Burt, though he was ſole Favourite, to 
ſhare in the El-—r's good Graces, only by 
Reflection, by no means ſuited the aſpiring 
Temper of his Wife: Nothing leſs would 
ſatisfy her than an Intereſt of her own 3 
and this, through the Mediation of her 
own Charms, and a thorough Loyalty, 


| which ſhe thought admitted of no Re- 


ſerve, ſhe ſoon 1ſaw herſelf in full Pof- 
ſeſſion of; inſomuch, that all Suits were 
made to her, and all Favours paſſed thro' 
her Hands, though not altggether entire, 
as they were granted. 

To be of Importance to ſome Perſons is 
not ſufficient, unleſs it is publicly ſeen and 
acknowledged; ; and of this oſtentatious 
Claſs was the Counteſs; one of whoſe 


chief Cares was, to have it known, as pub- 


licly as poſſible, that ſhe governed him 
ate. She had, 


likewiſe, the Vanity to have her public 
Days, and to play the Queen of her own 
Circle, diſtinguiſhing and diſcountenancing, 
complementing and neglecting, as beſt 
tally'd with her Humour, or her Intereſt; 

and while this Mock-Court of hers ſwarm- 


ed 


| (23) 
ed with Company of all Degrees, the Prin- 
ccls's was almoſt a Deſart. x 

Ir is not to be preſum'd that _ Count 
her Husband was ignorant of the Secret to 
which ſhe owed her Power: But his Wife was 
not a more devoted Subject than he was a 
complaiſant Courtier; and in Proportion as 
the grew more pleaſing to his Sovereign, 
the became more dear to him. That how- 
ever this Tenderneſs of his might not give 
Umbrage, he took Care to make his ordi= 
nary Reſidence at Lud, under the + 
Pretence of an extreme Paſſion for the 
Beauties of that Place; and the El-—-r, 
on the other Hand, to render this Retreat 
yet more agreeable, made him his firſt 
Miniſter, and by his Intereſt at Vienna, 
advanced him to the Dignity of a Count 
of the Empire. 

Bur, though this Commerce between 
the El r and the Counteſs was ſo no- 
torious, and the Price it coſt him fo extra- 
vagant, ſuch was the Diſcretion or Inſen- 
ſibility of the El-—rels, that ſhe never 
once in her Life hinted a Complaint of 
either, or ſeem'd to know ſhe was injur'd, 
or even treated the Countels as one ſhe had 
the leaſt Reaſon to be diſſatisfied with: 
Which convenient Blindels, or Exceſs of 
Complaiſance, tho it did not reclaim the 
El-—r, obliged him to ſuch a Degree, that 
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he never failed to treat her with the ut- 


moſt Reſpect, and even Veneration ; and his 


Example became a Law to the whole 


Court. 

Happy had it been for the Princeſs, if 
ſhe had followed the ſame Plan, and over- 
looked Treſpaſſes ſhe had not Weight e- 
nough either to cure or puniſh: But ſhe 
was but juſt taken out of the Boſom of 


her Parents, had never converſed with Miſ- 


fortune, or met with a Rival to vie with 


her in Place, or Power, or Grandeur. That, 
therefore, a female Favourite, whoſe Sway 


was founded on her Infamy, ſhould preſume . 


to conteſt the Palm of Beauty with her, 
out-number her in Followers and Depen- 
dants, out-ſhine her in Dreſs and Equipage, 
and actually affect to over-look her as a 
Perſon of no Significancy, gave her infinite 
Provocation. Nor did ſhe fail to expreſs her 
Reſentments publicly, nor to expoſe her 
upon all Occaſions, nor to treat her with 
all the Haughtineſs and Diſdain which her 
own Spleen could prompt, or her ſuperior 
Dignity and Virtue authorize : Alike 
thoughtleſs and careleſs of the Reſentment 


the might kindle, or the Miſchiefs that 
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Reſentment might produce. | 
IT hath been already obſerved, that the 
Siſter of the Counteſs was Miſtreſs to the 
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5 ( 25) 
of Rival to the Princes; notwithſtanding 
which, as her Behavicur was more modeſt, 
and ſhe gave no Alarms to her Pride, by 
endeayouring to eclipſe her in the grand 
Articles of Expence, Equipage, Sc. ſhe 
ſcarce ſeemed to bear her any Grudge, but 
exhauſted all her Satire on the Counteſs 
only. | 
Tas Princeſs was of a Diſpoſition rather 
gay than grave, and above meaſure fond of 
Raillery and Ridicule. With this dangerous 
Humour of hers, Kngs—rk in particular, 
had been one of the firſt to fall in, and, as 
he ſoon diſcoyered on what Subject ſhe 
loved moſt to employ it, loſt no Opportu- 
nity of ſerving up the Counteſs ; who, as 
often, was uſed without Mercy. | 
Covkrs are the very Element of Spies: 
and a Woman of the Counteſs's Turn, 
could not fail of having Numbers at her 
Devotion : That, therefore, ſhe ſhould ſoon 
be apprized of the Princeſs's Hatred to her 
was but natural; as likewile, that ſhe ſhould 
as ſoon reſolve to be avenged, if ever For- 
8 tune ſhould furniſh her with Means and 
Opportunity. For ſome Time, however, 
this Animoſity lay in a manner {mothered; 
continual Balls and Banquets at Court 
ſeemed to leave no Room for Broils 
and Heart-burnings; but Diſcord was ever 
preſent notwithſtanding. The Countels of 
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make a Journey to Z 


(26) 


PI tun was ever in Figure and Impor- 


tance the ſecond Perſon; conſequently ſo 
many Feaſts were ſo many Triumphs on 
one Hand, and Mortifications on the other; 
which the Counteſs ſeemed to glory in, and 
the Princeſs could not forgive. 

ABovrT this Time the two Houſes of 
Auſtria and Bourbon divided Europe into 


two grand Parties, and William then King 


of England, tound Ways and Means to en- 
gage the El——r in the Intereſt of the 
firſt; as likewiſe to obtain a Promiſe from 
him to induce his Brother the Duke of Z—, 


to become a Party in the ſame Cauſe. But 


this was a Task of no ſmall Difficulty ; for 
though B—r—nſd—f, the Duke's firſt 
Miniſter, had a Spleen againſt the French, 
both the Ducheſs and her Faction in the 
Council, eſpouſed them as ſtrongly. In or- 
der, therefore, -to carry his Point more 
effectually, he thought it adviſeable to 
„with his whole 
Court, as if in Complement to his Brother, 
and to do a Pleature to his Daughter-in-law, 
without any View to Buſineſs of any Kind: 
But when there, though the Day ſeemingly 
began and ended with Pleaſure, he applied 
his principal Attention, by all imaginable 
Ways and Means, to ſift out the Duke's 
own Inclinations, as likewiſe what Degree 


of Aſcendency the Ducheſs ſtill ſeemed 
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(27) 
to have over him; and from thence cather- 
ed, that it red him to begin has Ne- 
gotiations, if Artifices deſerve that Name, 
with her, if he hoped to bring them to a 
happy Iſſue. 

To the Duchels, therefore, all at once; 
he changed his Manner entirely; conde- 
ſcended even to ſpeak in the Stile of a 
Penitent ; acknowledged, that hitherto ſhe 
had not been treated with the Reſpect due 
to her Merits; hinted, that all the Blame of 
me Omiſlions \ belonged to the El—fs,who 

qu d herſelf rather too much on ker Royal 
Doin: declared, that eyen ſhe ſhould be 


prevailed upon to receive and converſe with 


her as a Siſter; and that Both he and ſhe 
would make her Amends for the paſt, by 
their exact and cordial Behaviour to her for 
the Time to come. 

Tax Ducheſs, who was all Sincerity her- 
ſelf, and had beſides, no other Ambition but 
to be treated upon the Level by this 
haughty Family, fell for the preſent into 
tne Snare; and in Return for ſo many ob- 
liging Expreſſions, made an Offer of her 
beſt Services to the El—r without Re- 
ſerve. 

Havinc thus, as he thought, made ſure 
of the Ducheſs, the El r began to try 
his Practices next upon Br —ndſ—ff, the 
Duke's firſt Miniſter and Favourite; a 
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28) 
Man poſſeſſed oſ ſuch Plenitude of Power 
in L——, that even the Duke himſelf 
ſtood in Awe of him, and durſt hardly 
contradict his own Creature. 

INpEED, when touched to the Quick by 
the Reproaches of the Ducheſs, he ſome- 
times reſumed a Shew of Spirit, and declar- 
ed he would be his own Miniſter. But 
the hot Fit was ſoon over, and he became 
as much a Dupe as ever: For hating Buſi- 
neſs, having been uſed to be governed, and 
preferring Hunting to every other Pleaſure, 
HB—r—nſd—ff ſeemed more neceſſary to the 


Duke, than the Duke to B—r—nſd—f; 


and he almoſt took it as a Fayour, if he 
would condeſcend to eaſe him of his Power 
and Authority again. | 

Ix this Sketch, it is eaſy to ſee that the 


Ducheſs and this Miniſter were almoſt at 
perpetual Variance ; and the means ſhe had. 
taken to ballance his Power, by preferring 


as many French as poſſible to the Dukes 


Favour, only ſerved to make the Breach 
the wider: Hence the Politicians were of 
Opinion, that the El-——'rs Viſit to Z—, 


at this Criſis, was originally owing to 
B--r--1n(d--rf, as appearing the only means 
to put an End to the Duchels's Power, 
and to eſtabliſh his own without a Rival. 
This, however, is certain, that the El—r 
carried his Point, and thereby the whole 
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Houſe of Lu rg threw their Weight 
into the Auſtrian Scale. | 

Lsr, however, upon his Return to 
H 


r, and in Conſequence of any 
Thing which might happen there, the 


Ducheſs ſhould go off again from her En- 


gagements, and induce her Conſort to do 
the ſame, it appeared adviſeable that the 
El—:r ſhould introduce certain of his 
Partizans into the Duke's Privy Council. 
But how to compals it, was the great 
Difficulty; ſince it was, to all Appearance, 
the joint Intereſt of both the Ducheſs and 
B- ru, to diſappoint him. 
Havinc, however, ſucceeded once al- 
ready with the Ducheſs by the Force 
of Flattery, he reſolved to make uſe f 
the ſame Expedient a ſecond Time: Ac- 
cordingly, in the midſt of a Profuſion of 
Complements, by way of Vehicle to the 


Pill, he opened to her his new Project, ex- 


plained the Neceſſity of it with Reſpect 
to himſelf, and the Innocence of it with 
Reſpect to her; and finally, by way of Con- 
{ideration for her good Offices in it, engag- 
ed to continue her Appointments of all 
Kinds, on the ſame Footing they now 
were, in cale ſhe ſurvived the Duke her 
Conſort, | | 
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Tuis maſterly Refinement of the El—r's 
opened the Eyes of the Ducheſs immedi- 
ately, and ſhe ſaw diſtinctly, however it 
was coloured over, that this neceſſary, inno- 
cent Project of his was calculated only to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Duchy in Effect, even 
in the Life-Time of her Lord, and of courſe 
to diſarm her of all Power and Influence for 
the future. She had, however, Preſence 
of Mind enough to encounter Diſſimula- 
tion with Diſſimulation, and to promiſe e- 
very Thing in her Power, with a {ſettled 
Reſolution, to do her utmoſt to defeat it : 
which, as ſoon as the El r had taken 
his Leave, the very cordially endeayoured, 
by diſpatching a truſty Meſſenger to 
B—r——nſd—f, to lay before him the 
pernicious Conſequences of this H- 
Maſter-Piece, to invite him to join Inter- 
eſts, and to aſſure him, upon theſe 
Terms, ſhe would be his Friend for e- 
ver. 

Bur the El——r had been before-hand 
with B—r—nſd—f, and had ſupported 
his Arguments 1o effectually, that the poor 
Ducheſs found herſelf without Reſource: 
That crafty Miniſter holding it much 
more for his Intereſt to enter into the 
Views of a potent Prince, who was one 
Day to be his Lord, than to eſpouſe the 
flimſey Schemes c, a Woman without 

Friends 


1953 
Friends or Power, or Dependance of any 
Kind, but the precarious Life of the Duke 
her Conſort. | 

In Correſpondence, therefore, to the 
Propoſals of the deſigning El—-r, he ſpread 
before his Maſter the Web of Policy, which 
follows, v1 . 

I. THar ſince the Marriage of the 
El 1 Prince, with the Princeſs, the 
Intereſts of Z—— and H. were be- 
come the ſame. 

II. Tnar, therefore, it was of 55 ut- 
moſt Importance to both Courts, to pre- 
ſerve the ſtricteſt Union imaginable; which 
could be done no otherwiſe than by this 
mutual Agreement, not to undertake any 
Thing whatever, without the Participation 
and Concurrence of each other. 


III. Thar not only the two States, but 


the two Families, would, by this Means, 
become one; in which Caſe all Coldneſs 
of either Hand would vaniſh, and the In- 
tereſts of the Ducheſs and the Princeſs be- 
come in very Deed, as dear to the whole 
El——1 Houle, as their w m. 

IV. Tur, though the El r con- 


deſcended to requeſt this cloſe and intimate ; 


Union as a Fayour, it was caſy to prove 
he might demand it as a Right ; and that 
the Refuſal might be attended with very 
WR a Conſequences to the Ducheſs "_ 
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(32) 
her Daughter, if they had the Misfortune 
to ſurvive him. 1 
Turk Duke yawn'd over this bold Pro- 
poſal with his uſual Indolence, and had 
granted all upon the firſt Suggeſtion, to be 
F delivered from the Trouble of examining 
'A it, if the Ducheſs had not that Moment 
entered the Room, and conjured him in 
the moſt earneſt Manner, to conſider the 
fatal Tendency of what was preſented 
to him; and remonſtrated, that from the 
Moment he gave into it, he would no more 
be Duke of Z——; his Sovereignty would 
be departed from him, and he would re- 
main only the Subſtitute of H——r. 
Bor for every Difficulty ſhe ſtarted, 
B—r—nſd—ff was ready with an An- 
ſwer, and arttully infinuating, that if the 
Propoſal had been made from any other 
Hand, her Highneſs would probably have 
been the firſt to honour it with her Appro- 
bation, the Duke took the Hint to get 
11d of the Controverſy ; imputed her Ob- 
jections to her Animolity to his Favourite, 
and gave his Aſſent in the Groſs, to all that 
was propoſed to him. Bey ns 
Tax El r, having now gained all 
his Points, made ſure of B—r—nſd—f, 
and ſo garbled the Privy - Council of 
— — as to be ſecure of a Ma- 
jority of Voices, took his Leave of the 
Duke 
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El 


| Family, returned to -. 


Ir- muſt here be recollected, that, during 


the Continuance of this artiffeial Viſit, not 


only the Duke and Ducheſs were admitted 
7 N 


into the good Graces of their H 
Allies, butt even the Princeſs had the Ho- 


nour of a Share, whofe very Husband a- 


bated a little of his former Sullenneſs, and 


deigned to converſe with her as a reaſonable. 
Creature; infomuch that K—#—neſm—rk, 


whoſe only Hope depended on the Con- 
tinuance of the Prince's viſible Coldnels, 
was on the Point of quitting even that 


flender Hold, ans dropping into the 9 | 


of Deſpair for ever. 
Burt this ſeeming Happineſs of the Prin- 


ceſs, was little better than a Dream; for 


H. r. was ſcarce in Sight, before the 
Mask was taken off, and her Treatment 
on all Hands became leſs excufable than 
ever: The Prince, in particular, not only” 


avoided her Bed, but her Company, and 


for two whole Months together, never ex- 
chang'd a Syllable with her, nor allow'd 
her a Moment's Opportunity to enquire the 
Cauſe of ſo ſudden and undeſery'd an 
Alteration. 


Nor being able, however, to digeſt the 


Affront any longer, as likewiſe believing -.. 


it to be her Duty to ſolicite an Explana- 
C tion; 


a> «3... 


Duke and Ducheſs, and with the whole 
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vs 
tion, ſhe one Day made a Shift to ſurprize 
him in his Cloſet alone, and, when able to 
{peak (for Tears and Paſſion for a while 
held her ſpeechleſs) conjured him in the 
moſt urgent and affecting Manner, to let 
her know wherein ſhe had offended, and 
why he ſo induftrioufly avoided her. For 
myſelf, faid ſhe, Tam not conſcious of a 
blameable Thought, nor can I attempt to 


juſtify my Conduct, till I am informed in 


what I have had the Misfortune to diſ- 
pleaſe you. If I was conſcious of a Fault, 
1 ſhould not preſume to aſſert my Inno- 
cence; and I do not care to think you ca- 
pable of afflicting me unjuſtly. But mere- 
ly to be Innocent, is not all I aſpire to; L 
would fain make it my Glory to pleaſe 


| you, and ſhould efteem it the higheſt 


Obligation you can confer on me, it you 
would point out the Way. 

By leaving me to myſelf, —eC—ﬀinterrupt=- 
ed the Prince, with a Voice like Thunder, 
and a Look, if poſſible, yet more killing ; 


and withal, ruſh'd out of the Cloſet like a 
Fury, leaving the Princeſs in Agonies not 


to be deſcribed, 


2 


SHE made haſte, however, from a Place 
which was now grown terrible; and with 
Grief, Diſmay, and Anguiſh in her Face, 
returned to her own Apartment, 'where 


| the found the Baroneſs de AM ———/t 12 


K — 2 


(35 ) 
K—3—h, waiting to pay their Court, 
and in the greateſt Amazement to ſee her 
enter with her Face ſtained with Tears, 
and every Feature rufled, as if with tome 
great Calamity. 

THz Baroneſs was, of all the Ladies in 
the Court, the moſt confided in by the 
Princeſs ; and as to XK k, ſhe had 
been long uſed to think him at her Deyo- 
tron even to the Jaws of Death. It was 
but natural, therefore, that, when they 
preſſed her to unboſom the Cauſe of her 
Affliction, ſhe ſhould inftantly give it 
Vent, thongh under the Seal of eternal 
Secrecy, and with a ftrict Charge, that 
their Compaſſion to her ſhould not ſuffer 
Whiſper to eſcape to the Dithonour of the 
Prince her Husband. 

De M— lk made no Scruple to comply 
with the Princeſs's Injunctions without Re- 
ſerve : But as to K —k, with an e- 


qual Mixture of Zeal and Art, "be took up- 
on him to ſpeak of the Prince's Behaviour 


with a Reſentment which his Dependance 
on the Court of H—r, could ill juſtify: 
He that is inſenſible of ſo much Virtue 
and ſo much Beauty, ſaid he, is unworthy 
of ſo much Tenderneſs and Delicacy; he 
deſerves rather your Anger, your Diſdain, 
your utter Forgetfulneſs, that ever ſuch a 


Man had a Being : Or rather, he doth not 
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deſervc to be at all. The whole World, 


Madam, would eſpouſe your Cauſe, and de- - 


clare your Vengeance to be juſt. | 

You are too raſh, K—-—k, you are 
too raſh, reply'd the Princeſs; nor can I 
ſuffer you to uſe ſuch Expreſſions in my 
Hearing; nor ought I to pardon ycu for 
having uſed them at all, However inju- 
rious his Treatment has been, he is ſtill my 
Husband, and we muſt not forget our Duty, 
though he hath violated his. I am unfor- 
tunate, but I never will be guilty. 

How much ſoever the Count long'd to 
make the Princeis ſenſible of his peculiar 
Zeal and Attachment, he durſt not reply ; 
but leaning againſt a Table which was near 
him, contented himſelf with fixing his fine 
Eyes full upon her, in which very expreſſive- 
ly appeared, Love and Indignation ſtrugg- 
ling tor Eſcape, and witheld only by a Fear 
of giving Offence. The Princeſs, likewile, 
found her Eyes in a manner faſtened to his; 
the Baroneſs had hers bent towards the 
Ground, and all continued in a profound, 
penſive, and perplexed Silence; when 
Prince: Charles, to their great Surprize, 
made his Appearance: upon which the 
Princeſs recovering herfelf, with all the Ad- 
dreis ſhe was Miltreſs of, gave his Highneſs \ 
to underftand, that, N herſelf indiſpos d, 
ihe was that Moment on the Point of ſend- 


ing 
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ing the Count to make him acquainted 
with-it, that he might not be at the Trou- 
ble of a Viſit, which could afford him but 
little Entertainment. 

THE Prince, though Weine alarm- 
ed at the Scene he had interrupted, 
made a civil Reply, and took his Leave; 
K E, likewile, being under a Ne- 
ceſſity to bear him Company; but ſo much 
altered in his Looks and Manner, that the 
Prince could not help taking Notice of it, 
nor of enquiring, with a particular Shrewd- 
neſs in his Pace, whether Love was/ not 
the Cauſe; Love, not waited b 
Snules and Graces, but with Bitterneſs, 
Pain and Diſappointment ? Be ingenuous, 
continued he, have not I probed your 
Wound to the Quick ? And, if I have, 
make me your Confident, and conſult me 
upon the Cure. 

I the Count was troubled before, he 
was embarraſſed now ; but thinking Diſh- 
mulation was now become Self- Defence, 
ſtood upon his Guard, and utterly deny'd 
what he had been ſo ill able to conceal : 
The Prince, however, did not ſeem entire- 
ly ſatisfied with his Antwer, and in his 
Reply gave him to underſtand, that when 
a Thing is ſuſpected, it is half diſcovered. 
If, therefore, Count, ſays he, you have 
not treated me as a Friend, don't wonder 


C 3 it 
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if you find me an Enemy. I ſhall watch+ 
you narrowly, and, if I get at your Secret, 
remember, he that is not truſted, cannot be 
reproached with Perfidy. . 

HAP PILX for K k, certain Court 
Lords here joined the Prince, and faved 
him the Pain of an Anſwer, which he was 
greatly at a Loſs to make: But, though 
relieved from the preſent Perplexity, he 
could hardly call it a Deliverance. A 
Thouſand Uneaſineſſes, the Reſult of theſe 
unlucky Queries, poſſeſſed him. As Lo- 
vers are Pictured in Romances, he called 
every Action, Word, and Glance to Ac- 
count, in order to find out, if any Eſcape 
of his had authorized the Prince to preſs 
him ſo cloſely on a Point, in which his 
very Life itſelf was concerned. But the 
Review gave him no Satisfaction; all ſtill 
remained in Suſpence and Uncertainty : . 
And his next Buſineſs was, to ſtifle the 
Doubts and Fears he could no otherwiſe 
get rid of. 

H then turned his Thoughts to the 
Incident which had happened to the Prin- 
ceſs, and could not help finding Matter 
of Conſolation in what had given her ſo 
much Affliction. Had ſhe found Happi- 
neſs lodged in the Boſom of her Conſort, 


the would have had no Temptation to 


have gone in Queſt of it elſewhere : But, 
as 


( 39) 


as it was, there was at leaſt Room to 
hope, that in Time ſhe would be brought 
to deſpite and hate his Rival: That the 
had truſted him with the Secret; that ihe 
had forgiven the Hint of Revenge he 
had ſo raſhly dropped; and that ſhe had 
ſuffered her Eyes to hold a Parley with his, 
he interpreted, with the uſual Vanity of 
Lovers, as ſo many Favours. 

- Bur, while the Count indulged himſelf 
in theſe Day-Dreams, the Princeſs, find- 
ing the Agitation of her Mind had taken 
a dangerous Hold of her Body, was put to 
Bed, with all the Symptoms of a violent 
Fever, which increaſed every Hour to ſuch 


a Degree, that by Morning it was appre- 
hended to be mortal. 


DzcorRuM, and common Humanity, o- 


bliged the El r and El ſs to make 
a Shew of Concern upon this Occaſion ; 
and the laſt in particular never ftirr'd from 
her Bed-Side, and behaved to her with all 
the Tenderneſs of a Mother; ; Which the 
Princeſs did not fail to acknowledge in 


ſuch a Manner, as ſhewed that ſhe was to 


the full as ſenſible of Benefits as In- 
juries. 


Tu Prince her Husband, likewiſe, on 


this melancholy Occaſion found himſelf ob- 
liged to honour ber with a Viſit, and to 
_ fall {ome Expreſlions, not altogether o 
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harſh, as thoſe he had us'd in their laſt 


Cloſet - Interview, to which the Princeſs 
owed her preſent Malady. 
THINKING this, therefore, a favourable 


Opportunity to make one Eſſay more to 
thaw his frozen Heart, ihe took hold of his 


Hand, as he ſat upon her Bedſide, and with 


a feeble, broken Voice, and Eyes ſwimming 


with Tears, I am dying, Prince, ſaid ſhe, 


and you are the Cauſe. Your Rigour has 
broke my Heart. 
deicryc, I had not Strength to bear. 
Bat why ſhould I upbraid you? Your af- 
fections were already diſpoſed of, and the 
empty Title of Wife was all which was 
reſerved for me, in Exchange for all that I 


could give. — But if you cannot be kind 


to me, at leaſt be juſt ! acknowledge, at 
leaſt, that I do not ſuffer for my Faults ; 
but only through the Severity of my Deſ- 
tiny! Indulge me but in this, and living 


or dying, you ſhall have my tendereſt Ac- 


knowledgements ! 


A fainting Fit put a Period to her 
Speech, and delivered the Prince from the 


Trouble of a Reply: For, before ſhe came 


again to hericlf, he had, with great Phi- 


loſophy, quitted her Apartment. 


VIXXATION and Reientment now took 
the Place of Sorrow and Affliction; and ſhe 
held it unworthy of her to dye for one 


who 


What I did not 


\ 


\ 
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who had not the Generoſity to acknow. 
ledge that Innocence, which Calumny itſelf 
could not blemiſh : From that very Hour, 
therefore, ſhe gathered new Spirits, and in 
a few Days her Phyſicians pronounced her 


to be cut of Danger. 


SHE was, however, not only big with 
Child, when theſe ſhocking Tryals befell 
her, but ſo near her Time, that, before ſhe 
had fully recovered her Strength, her Pains 
overtook. her, and ſhe was brought to Bed 
of a* Princeſs : At the ſame Time, likewiſe; 
the Reflection of ber Misfortunes once 
more got the better of her Reſolution, and 
ſhe ſunk into a deep and ſettled Melan- 
cholly, which no Endeavours of any Kind 
could remove; for the Prince her Conſort 
had no Share in them: During which gloomy 
Interval, ſne kept entirely to her Chamber, 
ſaw little Company, deſired none; ſcarce 
ever ſpoke or ſmiled, and ſeemed to have 
loſt all Reliſh of Life, and its Enjoyments. 

Ar length, however, to get rid of the 
Importunity of her Phyſicians, ſhe con- 
ſented to be removed to H——h—7, a 
fine Village belonging to the El r, about 


a League from F{-—-7r, whither the El—fs 
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had the Goodneſs to accompany her, that 
the cenſorious World might not have 
Room to whiſper, that her 1 only 
was held in Eſteem at H 

CARE was likewiſe taken, rs ſhe ſhould 
not be incommoded in her Retreat with too 


much Company, and too many Attendants. 


The El is, indeed, who was more 
fond of Prince Charles than any of her 
other Children, eaſily prevailed with her 
to ſuffer kim to be of the Party, and the 
Prince made Intereſt for K——& to ac- 
company him ; which was alſo agreed to. 
But when his Highneſs acquainted the 
Count with the Fayour that was dohe 


him, the laſt, thinking it to be a Snare for 


the further Diſcovery of what he feared 
was more than gueſſed at already, beliey*d 
it incumbent on him to find out ſome Pre- 
text for remaining at H——#r But the 
Prince would admit of no Excuſes; and, 
in Spite of his Diſcretion, the Count was 
eaſily prevailed upon to compliment his 
Highneſs with a Compliance, which re- 
ds oy more Philoſophy than he was . 
of to refuſe. 

Tus little Excurſion was no ſooner re- 
ſolyed on than executed. Both the Seaſon 
and the Weather were the fineſt which the 
Year affords. The Place itſelf relembled a 
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lity, which ſeldom viſits the Palaces of 
Princes, was wanting to make it one in- 
deed. 

Bur, if the Goddeſs herſelf was 8 
every Day had its gilded Cloud to ſupply 
her Place. The El.-——1s had a more 
delicate Taſte in Pleaſures, than is uſually 
to be found in the Courts of Germany 
She had read the moſt refined Authors, 
converſed with the moſt poliſhed Men, 
and had derived from her excellent Mo- 
ther thoſe Graces and Embelliſhments of 
high Life, which only the Ladies can either 
teach or practice. 

HENC k, without having Recourſe to 
dry Precepts, and nauſeous Declamations, 
which only flatter the Pride of the 
Speaker, and create Diſguſt in the Hear- 
er, ſhe knew how to ſtrike at the Root 
of the Princeſs's Diſcaſe, and by gradual 
and imperceptible Degrees, reconcile her 
again to the World which ſhe was obliged 
to converſe with, and had too toon learned 
to abhor. 

SoMe ingenious Pretence, therefore, ſhe 
never was at a Loſs for, to draw her from 
her Chamber; to walk, to fiſh, and be a 
Spectatreſs of the Chace, though not ex- 
poſed to the Fatigues of it: The Garden, 
the Lake, the Wood, the Grotto, the Al- 
cove, the Viſta, were, by turns, the Scene 
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of the Day's Amuſement ; and Muſic, 
Plays, Dances, and ſprightly Converſation, 


_ finiſhed the Eve ening. 


Ox, if the Weather confined the illuſtri- 
ous Company within Doors, Invention was 
never at a Stand, or Time found burden- 
ſome: Trifling was ſometimes rendered not 
only entertaining but ingenious: Sometimes 
Books were conſulted, and the Dead preſs'd 


into the Service of the Living; and ſome- 


times ſuch Curioſities of Art as the Palace 
was adorn'd with, inſtead of mere Furni- 
ture, became the Subject- Matter of Enter- 
tainment and Ad miration. 

THERE was, in particular, a long Gallery, 
filled with a Variety of exquiſite Paintings, 
which often furniſhed out many a pleaſing 
Hour ; and here it was, that from the Por- 
trait of a Lady of incomparable Beauty, 
which was view'd almoſt with Aſtoniſhment 
by the Princeſs, the El——1s took the 
Hint to entertain her with the following 


Hiſtory. 


T H E 


1 


HISTORY 


The Falſe Favourite. 


Cs RE T 1s certain, that Princes are 
. more liable to be deceived, 
Hl ag 
N 


than thoſe of a like Degree of 
; 2 Underſtanding in a lower Rank 
of Life; but it is as certain, 
if ever + they diſcover the Fraud, that tlie 
perfidious Servant pays dearly for ab 
the Confidence of his Sovereign. 

EARL Ethelwold, the Favourite of 
Fdgar King of England, had by a dex- 
trous Turn of Flattery, and a thoorugh 
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Devotion to the Paſſions of his Royal 


Maſter, procured ſuch an Aſcendancy over 
him, that he gaye up his Power, Will, 
Words, and Thoughts to his Direction: His 
own Reaſon, nay, his own - Senſes were 


under the Dominion of Ethelwold; and 
even in Love, as well as Empire, he con- 


deſcended to conſult this abſolute Fa- 
vourite. | 

THe whole Kingdom at that Time, 
rung with the Name of Gertrude, only 
Daughter, and fole Heireſs to Athelſton 
Earl of Devon Her Beauty was talk'd 
of as almoſt miraculous ; as what the oldeſt 
Man living, nor he who had travelled 
fartheſt, had never ſeen any Thing worthy 
to be compared with: What anſwered the 
Idea of a Venus, worthy to be adored : 
what never appeared but with all the 
Graces in Company, and darted Loye 
through every Eye which preſumed too 
curiouſly ro gaze upon it. Nor was this 
Lady lets formidable to the State, by her 
Birth and Poſſeſſions, than by her ſuperiour 
Charms. The Earl, her Father, was at 
the Head of the Nobility, for Wealth, 
Power, and Popularity; and, having receiv- 
cd ſome Diſguſt at Court, had made his 
Retreat to his own Caſtle, Where he had 
reſided for many Years, with a Splendour 


little 
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little inferiour to the King's; and among 
his own Vaſlals was as much rever'd. 

Txt Beauty of the Daughter, there- 
fore, added to the Weight and Diſcon- 
tent of the Father; became worthy the 
Conſideration of the State; and even the 
King thought it adviſable to ſecure her to 
himſelf, for fear ſhe ſhould be made a 
Lures to confederate the Nobles againſt 
him, and throw the whole Kingdom into 
Confuſion. 

Bur political Conſiderations did not weigh 
ſo much with the King, as the Vanity of ha- 
ving the finetWoman in the Univerie for his 
Queen: Her Beauty only made her worthy 
of his Ambition, and as that aniwered the 
Reputation it had obtained, he reſolved to 
marry or reject her. 

Havins, therefore, as much Desi 
for the Taſte of Ethelwold, as Opinion of 
his Fidelity, by his Eyes and Report he 
reſolyed to be governed; and accordingly, 
made him his Plenipo in this delicate Af 
fair, which concerned no leſs than all the 
future Weal or Woe of his Life. 

Ethelwold was one of theſe bold Politici- 
ans, who conſider only what may be gained 
by a Project, without regarding the Danger 
or Detriment attending it; and as in this 
critical Commiſſion, he ſaw many Open- 
ings of Advantage to himſelf, he never 


ONCE 


o T_T 


once pauſed to examine the Inconveniences 


which they might be counter- balanced 


with. On the contrary, he applauded the 
King's Reſolution, and in the moſt ſan- 
guine Manner, undertook that it ſhould 
redound equally to his Intereſt, Honour, 
and Happineſs. „„ 

Nori in Caſes of this Nature, he 
knew, could be more grateful to Princes 


than Expedition: He, therefore, took his 


Leave, and ſet out forthwith, though 
with the utmoſt Secrecy, that no Cabals 
might be ſet on foot to traverſe his Nego- 
tiations, nor idle Tales be invented to 


amuſe the Public with relation either to the 


Motive or Succels. | 

THz Earl of Devon, it may be ſuppoſed, 
was ſomewhat ſurprized at a Viſit 1o little 
expected; bur, neyertheleſs, gave his Gueſt 
ſuch a Reception, as might oblige a Friend, 
or reconcile an Enemy: And, Ethelwold on 
his Side, that he might at once preſerve the 
My ſteriouſneſs of the Politician, and yet 
ſeem to deſerve the frank and cordial En- 
tertainment he met with from his - Hoſt, 
diſguiſed the true Intent of his coming, un- 
der the ſpecious Pretence of complimenting 
him with his good Offices, to make up his 
Breach with the King, and reſtore him to 
all the Honours and Diſtinctions which 
his high Rank entitled him to. 


| SUCH 
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. Svc nr an extraordinary Advance from 
the King's principal Favourite, melted the 
ſtubborn Heart of this hitherto untracta- 
ble Grandee at once. He not only em- 
braced him ſeyeral Times, in Acknow- 
ledgement of his Condeſcenſion, but intro- 
duced him to his Angel- Daughter, with 
a Command, that ſhe likewiſe ſhould con- 
ſider him as one to whom he ow'd the 
higheſt Obligation. | 

Nrirnex the. ſudden. Entrance of a 
Stranger, who was apparently of the firſt 
Diſtinction, nor the viſible Emotion with 
which her Father expreſſed himſelf, at 
all ſhock'd Gertrude Preſence of Mind. 
Great Beautics are accuſtomed to the Com- 
pliments, Addreſſes, and Reſpects of all 
Mankind; and are, therefore, then only 
diſcompoſed, when they are diſappointed 
of them. But it was not thus with 

Ethelwold; though uſed to be the Idol of 
his own Circle, and to ſhare even in the 
Adoration ' paid. to his Royal Maſter. in 
his; though never approached but with 
the Head in the Duſt, nor confronted 
with an Eye that did not pay Homage to 
his; though already prepared by the Voice 
of the Public to feaſt his View with the 
Phanix of her Times, and though his 
Imagination burn'd, as it were, with the 
Sn Idea, lo far ſhort of the Truth 
04 D Was 


(#23: 
was all that had been ſaid, or all that * 
concei ved, that he ſtood before her like 4 
Clown at Court, loſt in Admirat ion ts 
Aſtoniſhment, with his Eyes fixed and his 

Mouth open, attempting to ſpeak, but 
wanting the Power. 

H 1s firſt Recollection, eve Was 
. of a Stateſman juſt become a Lo- 

; that is to fay, that though he ſtood 
bs to ſerve his Maſter, it would be 
his witeſt Courſe to ſerve himſelf With 
all the Addreſs in his Power did he then 
endeavour to recall his ſcattered Faculties, 
and to give ſuch a Turn to his Surprize, as 
ſhould ſerve at once a as Proof of the 
Lady's irreſiſtible Charms, and his own 
Senſibility. 

Cominc, by Degrees, to the more cool | 
and deliberate Uſe of his Reaſon, he con- 
cluded within himſelf, that now was the 
golden Opportunity to make himſelf happy 
for ever. As neither the Lady nor her 
Father had, nor could have, the leaſt Inti- 
mation of the King's Purpoſe; as no Man 
beneath the Throne could make Propofals 
better worth their Acceptance than him- 
ſelf, he loſt no Time in unboſoming his 
Mind to both : To the Lady, as a Lover, 
all Paſſion and Obſequiouſneſs, with Ten- 
derneſs in his Eye, Perſuaſion on his 

Tongue, and Devotion in his Heart: 


To 


FAD. 1 

To her Father, as a Politician, ſhewing 
What Strength, Grandeur, Honour, and 
Importance would reſult to each, from an 
Alliance alike founded on Intereſt and In- 
clination. 

" Trax Earl, he had the Pleaſure to 
find, accepted his Offers greedily ; nor did 


the Lady give him any Cauſe to deſpair, 


He was the ſecond Perſon in the Kingdoin; 
neither old nor unhandſome; and what 
was wanting in Love, Vanity ſup- 
ply'd. 
IN a few Days, therefore, he obtained 
His Suit ; every Article was adjuſted, and 
the Matrimonial Benediction all that was 
wanting to put him in Poſſeſſion of the 
Jewel he ſo ardently coveted. 

Bur, however, urgent his Paſſion was, 
he thought it adviſable to be ſafe as well 
as happy; and therefore, with great Dex- 
terity, poſtpon'd the Ceremony, under the 
Pretence, that it might give Umbrage to 
the King, and looſen him in his Favour, 


if he took ſuch a Step, without previouſly 


as king his Conſent. a 

Tn Earl approved of his Precaution, 
and after taking a paſſionate Farewel of 
his Miſtreſs, he ſet out on his Return for 


London; where being arrived, and imme- | 


diately cloſeted, in order to lay open the 
Succeſs of his Embaſſy, he employed all 
D 2 the 


: WY TINT it — 
* 0 —— = —— a 3 80 hs "_ 
ng - * 2 3 . 2 — 5 — - "hu PAW 0 * beth * N r nn 2 
I > 2 4 - 2 es i _—_ — * - * a —̃̃ — > 
ry ht 3 1 2 4 Re 2 * „ 5 i a 5 
L "av n pen” ed ds AY 2 2 — 3 3 k e — 
* * 4 : = R 3 8 2 : A — — * C — 5 — . * 
T ” 2 _— 7 1 8 483 #, 2 a . ä * * — * — A 
— þ r — - — TL 7797 . vey 4 — 3 
2 — 5 — ; 
—_— — — « FAY *. 2 - : n . Jn 8 
a 43 - ” - 5 5 - "IP" Wn, * eo N 
* * — rere 2 w 
— _ . » 7 " wm vo _ » \ 2 2 2 * * 4 14 
. — — W "hd Wm 2 Tay * 4 0 TINO by - x Bis . 
— F< . 1 
p 40 OE 
1 


Thar) 


e 


(52) 
the Anifice he was Maſter of, to bring his 
crooked Deſigns to bear; by repreſenting, 


with a diſſembled Gaiety, that Fame had- 


never uttered any Thing ſo falſe, as her Ac- 
count of this Lady, nor yet ſo true. Every 
one of her Features, ſaid he, is a Maſter- 
Piece; her Forehead is ſmooth, white, and 
finely ſpread ; her Brow open, clear, and 
well-turn'd ; her Eye both ſweet and full 
of Fire ; her Noſe ſuch as would have be- 
came a V enus ; her Mouth lovely, and ſet 
round with Dimples ; ; her Hair reſembling 
Gold in the Sun-ſhine ; and her Stature 
without a Fault. And yet all theſe Beau- 
ties are ſo fantaſtically ſet together, that 
they have almoſt as forbidding an Effect, 
as Deformity itſelf; for her Eyes are ſmall, 
and her Noſe large ; her Forehead flat, 
and. her Cheek-Bones high ; her Tecth are 
white, but her Mouth is wide: Too great 
a Quantity of Hair, gives her a blowzy 
Look ; too great a Breadth of Face, an 
Air of Confidence; and too much Colour, 
the Coarſeneſs of a Dairy-Maid. Beſides 
all which, ſhe is Aukwardneſs itſelf; 
ſtares like an Ideot; and, in her Gate, is 
a perfect Hoyden. In ſhort, never any 
Perſon before was at once ſo handſome and 


ſOugly: Then the Earl her Father, in his Ca- 


we with the diſcontented Nobles, and in. 
his Houſhold-Riots, to make Court to the 
Populace, 


6 
Populace, has grievouſly impair'd his E- 
ſtate; fo that neither the Wealth of the 
Father, can give a Luſtre to the Charms 
of his Daughter; nor can the Charms of 
the Daughter, make Amends for the Fa- 
ther's waſted Fortunes. 

As the King had never ſeen the Lady, 
nor had the leaſt Suſpicion of the Truth, 
he both ſwallow'd and digeſted all that his 
Fayourite thought proper to adminiſter ; 
and only reſolved to be no more enamour'd 
with the Pictures drawn by common 
Fame. 

Etbelwold was, ne vertheleſs, too much 
a Politician to leave the King's Mind 
at leiſure for After- Thoughts; tome Ex- 
pedient was, therefore, neceſſary to be found 
out for his Amuſement; but whether in 
Love or War, he was for ſome ſhort Time 
undeterfhined : For, ſo a Favourite obtains 
his Ends, he is quite indifferent as to the 
Means. | 

Love, however, at laſt, he held moſt 
adviſable; as thinking the preſent, known 
Beauties of any fine Woman, would be 
more than a Match for thoſe of a God- 
dels, if abſent, and admired only in Idea. 

Wirz this View, therefore, he caſt his 
Eyes on an Orphan-Lady of Diſtinction, 
who, to eſcape the ill Uſage of her Guardi- 
an, had fled to a Cloifter, and from thence 
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(54) 
had petitioned Erhelwold to commiſe- 
rate her Cale, and redeem her out of ſuch 
cruel Hands, 

Even the good Offices of Stateſmen 
are to be ſuſpected. Ethelwold eſpouſed 
this young Lady's Cauſe, as if only for the 
Sake of Equity and Humanity, and to 
convince the Public, that he accepted of 
Power merely to have the more enlarged 
Capacity of doing Good. 

TAKING, therefore, the innocent Victim 
by the Hand, he led her to the King; 
took. upon him to be her Ad vocate, and 
pleaded for her, as if Charity and Gene- 
roſity dwelt only in his Boſom. But Beau- 
ty, even in Silence, is eloquent beyond 
the Power of Words. Wilfrede was, at 
leaſt, the ſecond Fayourite of Nature, and 
but gave Place to Gertrude, who had 
not her equal beneath the Sky. The 
King ſcarce heard his Favourite; his Soul 
had taken Poſſeſſion of his Eye, and, in- 
ſtead of granting a Suit, he became himſelf 
a Suppliant. 

Trovcn Vilfrede had her Share of 
Pride, it did not ſoar ſo high as a Crown: 
To ſee her Sovereign at her Feet, was 
more than her Dreams had ever flattered 
her with; and he could not be more ſen- 
{ible of her Beauty, than ſhe of the Honour 
of ſuch a Conqueſt. The Soil was, there- 

fore, 


(5) | : 
fore, proper for the Plant, and Ethelwold 
had ſoon the Pleaſure to ſee it bear ſuch 
Fruits as he defired. © . 

Having thus effectually cured the King, 
of his Curioſity, with Regard to Ger- 
trude, his next Step was, to renew his Jea- 
louſy of the Earl her Father; by remonſtra- 
ting, that he had good Grounds to ſulpea, 
that he was then carrying on a ſecret Correſ- 
pondence with the Duke of Nermanay, 
which in Time, might prove dangerous to 
the Engl:i/b Crown; and ſuggeſting at the 
ſame Time, that the ſureſt Method of 
bridling his Ambition, would be to diſ- 
poſe of his Daughter in Marriage, to ſome 

one of his Seryants, of try'd Integrity; nce 
rhereby ſhe would become a Hoſtage for 
His good Behaviour. | 
Taz credulous King Kill believed his 
Favourite to be all Wiidom and Fidelity ; 
and, therefore, not only approved the Ad- 
vice, but preſſed him in the moſt earneſt 
Manner, to be himſelf the Man; ſince on his 
Integrity he depended moſt. But tho' this 
was the very Thing, which Ethelwold drove 
at, He had too much Artifice to betray the 
leaſt Glimpſe of that Pleaſure which he 
took in the Propoſal: On the contrary, he 
created Difficulties, raiſed Scruples, and ſub- 
-mitted at laſt, with the Air of one who 
made himſelf a Sacrifice, for the Security 
© of 


1 
of his Maſter, and the Repoſe of his 
Kingdom 

His Plot ws now perſeft; with a 
penſive Look, but a glad Heart, he took 
his Leave of the King, and ſet out for 
Devon, where he arrived all Tranſport, 
made a Merit of the pretended Difficulties 
he had met with in making the Earl's 
Peace, and challeng'd Gertrude for his 
Reward ; which in a few Days, ſhe be- 
came; the Earl chearfully ratifying his for- 
mer Agreement, and the Lady making no 
Difficulty to receive for a Husband, the 
ſecond Man in the Kingdom, as being ſtill 
ignorant that he had robbed her of the 
Firſt. 

Ti; that he thought lame before, ſeem a 
now. to have double Wings: Many happy 
Weeks had flown away in Raptures; and 
he found himſelf, at unawares, obliged to 
make Love give Place to Ambition: no 
Body knowing better than he, how diffi- 
E it was, without conſtant Attendance, 
to preſerve Court-Favour. 

WHEN, therefore, the utmoſt Day of 
the Term allotted him was in Sight, he 
gave his Bride to underſtand, that his Duty 
call'd, and ſhe _— for a Seaſon, give him 
Leave to obey it ; which ſhe readily a- 
greed to, but on fach a Condition, as al- 
moſt carried Death along with it. 


Ger- 


(57) 
Gertrude, though Lady of the Soil, and 
treated by all in a Manner as the Queen 
of the Province where ſhe liv'd, had look'd 
upon herſelf hitherto, as moſt unfortunate, 
becauſe unacquainted with the Gaieties of a 
Court; and ſhe had given into this Mar- 
riage, principally to take Leave of a 
Country-Life, and to cloy herſelf with 
thoſe Pomps and Splendours, which ſhe 
thought nobody had a better Right to 
than herſelf. 

Her Husband's Return was then the 
very Opportunity ſhe waited for: and 
when he endeayoured to ſoften it, by ex- 
Preſſing the Neceſſity which obliged him 

to leave her, and the Agonies it gave him, 
ſhe cut him ſhort with a Declaration 
That ſhe would bear him Company. 
Her Vanity, however, ſhe had the Ad- 
dreſs to conceal. — Her Love, her Tender- 
neſs were the only Motives that appear- 
ed, and the utter Impoſhbility of enduring 
Life without him. 

HitHtrTo Ethelwold's Treachiyy had 
beenattended with nothing bur Succeſs, Tri- 
umph and Happineſs : But this untoward 
Incident ſpread a Damp over all. The 
very Appearance of Gertrude, he knew, 
would give the Lye to every Feature of 
the fantaſtic Picture he had drawn of her; 
| ang the King, he foreſaw, would think bim- 
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ſelf authorized to proceed to any Violence 
whatever. | 


THUNDERSTRUCK,, - therefore, with a 


Reply ſo unexpected, Ethelwold ſtood fix d 
like a Statue, ſpeechleſs with Perplexity, 
and weighing within himſelf, whether he 
ſhould facrifice his Love to his Ambition, 
or his Ambition to his Love; for to pre- 
ſerve both, ſeemed impoſſible. | 
Tur, however, he might leave no 


Expedient untried, he made Uſe of every 


plauſible Argument which his Inyention 
could furniſh him with, to induce her to 
change her Purpoſe, and to continue ſtill 


at her Father's Seat, till the King's Ser- 


vice would again permit him to have the 
Pleaſure of her ſweet Society. | 
Bur his Endeayours were entirely fruit- 


leſs: Her Heart was ſet upon going, and 


ihe was pre-determined to carry her Point, 
colt what it would. With the peculiar 
Artifice, therefore, that fine Women 
are {ſeldom at a Loſs for, ſhe touched 
him to the Quick with the moſt point- 
ed Reproaches ; charg'd him with In- 
conſtancy, Indifference, or Contempt: Ask d 
him, whether he was aſham'd of his 
Choice? Whether he was ſick of her 
Fondneſs? Whether Abſence was to be 


his Cure? And a broken Heart hers ? — 
To all this, ſhe added Tears, Swoonings, 


Blandiſhments, 


T7 L ZI _ \ on 1 
1 1 8 1 
e _ 
ECT 2 "= 3 9 
1 
1 * 
k U * 1 
8 Fl 
Py * 
* 8 k 
: j 


6a 


Blandiſhments; ; and whatever. real Paſſion. 
feels, or Falſhood feigns : inſomuch, that 


Ethelwold finding himſelf equally in 
capable of parting with his Power or his 
Wife, made the Truth his laſt Subterfuge; 


told her all with an Ingenuity that he had 


never practiſed before, and which nothing 


but the moſt cruel. Neceſſity could have 
reduced him to now; pleaded the Ex- 


ceſs of his Paſſion as an Excuſe for his Infi- 


delity, and endeavoured to diſarm her Re- 


ſentment, by piquing her upon her Gene- 
roſit y. 


Gertrude liſtened to this unexpect- 
ed Diſcovery with the moſt profound At- 


tention; and, though every Word was a 


Dagger to her Heart, never dropp'd a Syl- 


lable which might betray her keen Senſe 
of her Husband's Tmpoſture; nor, for ſome 


Moments after he had done ſpeaking, did 
the ſuffer a Look to explain what paſſed 


in her Bolom. At length, however, like 


one whoſe Thoughts, after a long Excur- 


ſion, were come home, ſhe coldly ſignified, 


that ſhe no longer wondered at his Defire 
to leave her behind, and that ſhe ſhould 
comply with ir, in Compliment to his Re- 


poſe. 
Ethelwold fell at her Feet in a Tranſ- | 
port of Acknowledgment, called her. his 


Guardian - Angel, ang yow'd he would 
Ave 
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live and die her Slave: Soon after which 
he ſet out for London, with all the Tran» 
quillity of a Man, who finds himſelf not 
only ſafe aſhore, after a Tempeſt, but in 
the ſecure Poſſeſſion of all the Treaſure 


which the Wayes had juſt threatened to 


deyour. | 
Bor it was not ſo with Gertrude. Her 
Thoughts and Dreams were now continu- 
ally haunted with Thrones, Sceptres, 
Crowns, and all the dazzling Splendors 
they are ſurrounded with. To have been 


the Elect of a King, made her look down 


with Diſdain upon his Favourite: To 


have been trick d out of the Royalty that 


was prepared for her, made her no longer 
think of him as her Husband, but her 
Enemy. The Court ſhe had fo paſſi- 


onately deſired to viſit, ſeemed now to 
reſemble thoſe gawdy Clouds which we 


admire at a Diſtance, but can never a 
proach. Her Father's Caſtle ſhe looked 
upon as her Priſon, from whence ſhe was 


never to remove; and in that afflicting 


Conſideration, every object round about it, 
inſpir d her with Diſguſt and Abhor- 
rence. | 

IT happened, that, while ſhe was in 
the midſt of this thorough Diſcontent, a 
foreign Painter, who was employed by a 
certain Prince to furniſh him with oy 


LEST 
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Portraits of the moſt celebrated Beauties 
of Europe, came to wait upon the Earl her 
Father, with an earneſt Requeſt, that, in 
Compliment to the Prince his Maſter, he 
would have the Goodneſs to influence the 
Lady Gertrude to ſit to him for her Picture; 
without which, he politely inſinuated, his 
Collection would be eſteemed of no Value. 

THz Earl was touched with the Com- 
pliment (for his Daughter's Beauty af- 
forded almoſt as much Food to his Vanity, 
as her's) and with the utmoſt Readineſs 
undertook to anſwer for her Compliance. 

Noz, indeed, did he find any Difficulty 
in obtaining it. It was a Circumſtance that 
perfectly agreed with her preſent Views, and 
the reſolved to improve it to the utmoſt. 
Accordingly, ſhe called out every Charm, 
and every Grace, and borrowed beſides, all 
the Advantages of Dreſs and Decoration. The 
Painter believed that Venus herſelf was be- 
fore him, and, inſpired with that Imagina- 
tion, as much excell'd himſelf in his Per- 
formance, as Certrude exccll'd all other 
Women. Even ſhe, who, by the frequent 
Aſſiſtance of her Glaſs, had every Feature, 
Line, and Touch by Heart, and did not 
fail to ſee all in the moſt fayourable Light, 
could not help acknowledging, That he 
had done her Juſtice (which, from a con- 
ſummate Beauty, is to be underſtood as 
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the higheſt Praiſe.) But ſach a Hand as 
yours, continued ſhe, ought not to be 
confined to Solitudes like ours. The Court 
is the Element of Beauty; tis there only, 
you can hope to be furniſhed with a Sub- 
ject for a Maſter-piece. — Let me adviſe 
you, therefore, to repair thither without 
Delay, and by diſplaying the Wonders you 
have already performed, open to yourſelf 
Opportunities, of performing ſtill greater. 

Tu Painter gladly embraced the Hint, 
and Gertrude malicioufly took upon her 
to furniſh him with ſuch Recommenda- 
tions, as ſhould make his Way 'ealy to 
every Lady who was within the Reach of 
his Commiſſion : But, though her Preten- 
lions were to pay a Compliment to the 
Artiſt, her real Deſign was to make him 
unwittingly the Tool of her Ambition and 
Revenge. 

Tux King's Curiofity, the believed, would 
immediately Kindle, on hearing a Painter 
was in his Court upon ſuch an Errand 
and its firſt Impulſe, it was natural to think, 
would be, to take a Review of thoſe 


Beauties, which had already done Honour 


to his Pencil: On which Occaſion ſhe made 
no Difficulty to flatter herſelf, that the 
Superiority of her Charms, would not only 


be made manifeſt, but her Husband's 
Treachery likewiſe ; and that without 


giving 


— 
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giving the leaſt Suſpicion that ſhe was any 


way inſtrumental to the Diſcovery. 


Nox was ſhe miſtaken in her Conjectures. 


The Painter's Story, by her Management, 
became ſoon the Talk of the Court; and 
the King was one of the firſt to fall into 
the Snare. The Painter innocently ſpread 
his Pieces before the King; but, as the 
moſt finiſh'd Beauty, releryed Gertrude s 
for the laſt. 

As upon all other Occaſions, ſo, the 
Judgment of Ethelwold was now like- 
wile appeal'd to, upon every Portrait 
which was preſented to their Conſi- 
deration; and he diverted the whole 
Court with his Pleaſantries, as each, in 
Turn, afforded Hints to his frolick Ima- 
gination. But when that of Gertrude 
appeared, his Wit and Humour fail'd him 
all at once; he ſtood like one Thunder- 
ſtruck, pale, trembling, and alike inca- 
1 5 to expreſs or conceal his Agony: 

he Reſemblance was too happily taken, to 
leave in him the leaſt Doubt about the O- 


riginal, and therefore ſeemed to threaten 


him with all the Miſchiefs, which he had 
uſed ſuch Precaution to guard againſt. Every 
body, but the King, diſcerned this ſud- 
den Change in him, and wondered what 


could be the Cauſe. But he was faſtened 


1 the Eyes to the beautiful Object be- 
fore 


tempt. t to explode, 


Cid * 


fore him, and had no Leiſure to attend to : 


any Thing elſe. What a Miracle! 
What a Prodigy! What a Goddeſs! At 
laſt he found Words to ſay, But 
this is the Painter's Creation: Nature is 


not capable of ſuch a Production; nor Was 
Eve herfelf ſuch an Aſſemblage of Charms, 


No, my Liege, anſwered Ethelwold, 
(artfully ſtopping the Painter's Mouth, 
which was already open to ſpeak) it is 
not wholly the Painter's Creation. My 
Wite gave him the Hint; but he has 
improved it to Admiration. She has, in- 
deed, ſuch a Complexion and ſuch Features; 
but he has given them the Harmony they 
wanted; and expreſſed what ſhe is ſaid to 
be, not what ſhe is: Whence I gather, 
that his whole Collection is of a Piece, and 
Flattery has a greater Share in it than 
Truth. 

Tux Painter was confounded at a Dis- 
courſe ſo wide of the Fact itſelf, ſince he 
well knew that, where Nature hath done 
her beſt, it is not in the Power of Art 
to do Juſtice, much leſs improve: Be- 
lieving, nevertheleſs, that the Favourite 
had ſome weighty Reatons for what he 
had ſaid, which it might be dangerous 
for him to diſpute, he ſeemed to allow 
by his Silence, what he durſt not at- 


Bor 
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Bur, notwithſtanding the Artifice of 
the Husband, or the Addreſs of the Pain- 
ter, the King choſe, for once, to be go- 
verned by his own Eyes, and inſiſted up- 
on comparing the Picture with the Ori- 
ginal. 

'Tr1s was the very Danger which E- 
thelwold dreaded above all others. He, 
therefore, had Recourſe to every Expe- 
dient in his Power to divert it; pleaded 
an invincible Attachment in his Wife to 
a Country-Life, and ſuch an inſuperable 
Averſion to Courts, that ſhe had even 
ſtipulated in her Marriage-Articles, never 
to be removed thither on any Pretence 
whatever. : 

IT ſhall be our Pleaſure, then, to wait 
upon her, ſaid the King. Were I Sove- 
reign-Lord of all Europe, ſhe would de- 
ſerve the Compliment ; nor ſhould I heſi- 
tate a Moment to pay 1t. 

Bur the Buſineſs of the State inter- 
rupted Ethelwold + Shall wait my 
Return, replied the King, All other Con- 
cerns are but Trifles to this; nor would I 
forego my Intention, to preſerve my 
Crown. 

A Determination ſo peremptory would 
admit of no longer Diſpute : Erhelwold, 
therefore, gave Way to his Maſter's Plea- 
fure, and, by way of Fayour, entreated 

only 
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only that he might be allowed to ſet out 
firit, in order to make the neceſſary Pre- 
parations ſor his Reception. 

TEISs, though with ſome Difficulty, was 
granted, and Ethelwold, more than half in 
Deſpair, began his Journey; pondering his 
own Infidelities, the Vengeance that hung 
over him, and what dextrous Expedient 
might yet be put in Practice to avoid it. 
To reſign his Wife, he perſuaded himſelf 
might procure his Pardon; but then Life, 
without her, he conſidered as a Thing of 
no Value. 

Brskr, therefore, with Miſchiefs, an 
totally unretolved after what Manner to 
extricate himſelf, upon his Arrival he 


took the firſt Opportunity to throw him- 


ſelf at his Wife's Feet; again acknow- 
ledged the Injury he had done her, but 
pleaded the Violence of his Paſſion, as the 
only Cauſe; beſought her, therefore, to 
conſider him now as her Husband, not as 
one who had been her Enemy; acquaint- 
ed her with the fatal Incident of the 


Picture, and the dreadful Effects it was 


like to produce ; declared his Lite and 
Fortunes were in her Hands, and that 
ſhe might either fave or deſtroy him at 
her Pleaſure; hinted, that, by feigning 
herſelf ſick, or pleading a Devotional Vow, 
or ſctting out on ſome Pilgrimage, or by 

8 taking 


% 
taking Sanctuary in ſome Religious Houſe, 
or by ſecreting herſelf in ſome obſcure and 
diſtant Part of the. Country, ſhe might not 
only ſhield him from the Evils which 
threatned him, but greatly ennoble her own. 
Character. | 
Bur Gertrude's Heart was too fall of 
the Succeſs of her own Stratagem, and the 
tempting Conſequences ſhe expected from 
it, to give Ear to any cf thele Propoſals: 
On the contrary, ſhe ſignified that no Place 
was ſecure from the Power of the King; 
that to incenſe him yet farther, ſhe thought 
a very unlikely Project to ward off his 
Vengeance for the Offence already commit- 
ted, and that the likelieſt way to make his 
Peace, would be to make a full Confeſſion 
of his Fault, and throw himſelf upon the 
King s Mercy. 

To find he had fo little Intereſt in his 
Wife, was a new Embaraſſment to the 
Earl. Riſing, therefore, from the Ground, 
with a diſtracted Air, as a laſt Requeſt, he 
conjured her, only not to ſtudy her Drels, 
or point her Converſation, or blaſt him with 
the Sight of any Endeavour on her Side, 
to charm a Man already but too ſenſible of 
her Perfections. 

Bur even in this, he talked to the deaf 
Adder. The King came ; and, as if ſhe took 
a malicious Pleaſure in contradiQing her 


Lord, Gertrude appear'd before his Majeſty, 
E 3 all 
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all Magnificence, as well as all Beauty. 
No Embelliſhment was wanting, no Snare 
was unthought of, no Charm or Grace was 
unimproved : The very Day itſelf ſeem to 
break from her Eye, and bluſh upon her 
Cheek. The King ſtood dumb and motion- 
leſs before her, as her Husband had done 
formerly; and found Majeſty no Match for 
Beauty. 

To the Wonders of her Perſon, ſhe like- 
wiſe added all the Poignancy of her Wit, 


and all the Ornaments of Addreſs and good 


Breeding ; inſomuch, that the King gazed 
upon her with Eeſtaſy, heard her with 
Raviſhment, and publicly avowed, that, 
of all her Sex, ſhe only was worthy a 
Crown. 

Nok did he ſtop here, but, looking 
with Scorn and Indignation on Erhelwold, 
gave him to underſtand, that he now ſaw into 
the whole Depth of his Villany; and that to 
the Laws of Hoſpitality only, he owed his 
Preſer vation: Upbraided him publicly with 
his Breach of Truſt; open'd the whole 
Secret both to the Lady and her Father, 
whom he invited to Court upon his own 
Terms, and before her Husband's Face, 
woo'd Geptrude to quit ſo unworthy a 
Husband, and bear the Earl Company; 
alluring her, it {ſhould ſtill be her own 


Fault, 
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Fault, if ſhe did not ſhare with him in 


his Crown. 

T x1s being the very Point which the 
Ambition of Gertrude aimed at, it is not 
to be wonder'd, that ſhe declined it bur. 


coldly, and that, in the End, ſhe ſuffered. 


herſelf to be over- ruled. 

Grown deſperate with the Oppreſſion of 
ſo many Sorrows, Ethelwold now threw 
off all Reſpect, and, whether juſtly or un- 
juſtly obtained, inſiſted on the Rights of 
a Husband ; call'd upon Heaven and Earth 
to take part with him, and vainly vowed 
to be the Death of any Man whatever, who 
ſhould dare to deprive him of his Wife. 

Bur Law and Equity are of little 
Weight, where Force is ſupreme. The 
King's Command, the Lady's Conſent, and 
the Earl her Father's Countenance, ſeem- 
ed to give a Sort of Allowance to the Rape, 
and the unfortunate Ethelwold beheld him- 
ſelf undone, both in his Love and Am- 
bition, at a Blow. 

Ix is, perhaps, needleſs to trace this 
Hiſtory any farther. The Will of Sove- 
reigns is generally admitted as a Law: That 
therefore, Ethelwold ſhould, ſoon after this 
Event, fall into a languiſhing Dileaſe, 
which moſt conveniently removed him out 
of the Way; that Wilfrede, the King's 
Miſtreſs, ſhould be forced into a Nunnery, 
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an involuntary Penitent, there to conſume 
the reſt of her Days; and that Gertrude 
ſhould, at laſt, find herſelf in Poſſeſſion 
of a Throne, are ſo obvious to the Imagi- 
nation, that they ſcarce need a Recital. 


TME El- is here ended her Hiſtory; 
and the Princeſs being now greatly re- 
covered, and the Duke and Ducheſs of 
4 arrived at H==to repay the late 
Viſit from thence ; the illuſtrious Company 
{ct out on their Return to Court; ; Where 
the Princeſs had once again the Pleaſure to 
find herſelf in the Arms of thoſe, whole ' 


Expreſſions of Friendihip and Affection 


ihe knew to be ſincere. 

eo this double Occaſion, of the Re- 
coycry of the Princets, and the Arrival of 
the Duke and Ducheſs, the El 1 Prince 
had the Gallantry to entertain both Courts 
with a Ball ; which, as uſual upon ſuch 
Occaſions, the Nobility of both Sexes, by 
the Splendour of their Appearance, en- 
deavoured to render as magnificent as 
poſſible; particularly Count K———rb, 
diſtinguiſned himſelf in ſo remarkable a 
Manner, that, like the principal Figure in 

a judicious Painting, he attracted all Eyes, 
125 in every Heart, excited either Envy 
or Admiration, 

Every body knows, that the Talk of the 
Circle ſeldom turns either on Politics or Phi- 

lolophy, 
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loſophy, or any of thoſe abſtruſe or criti- 
cal Points which amuſe the Learned World: 
Dreſs, Figure, Characters, Hints of Scan- 
dal, with the neceflary Flatteries of the 
Day, on the contrary, make up the whole 
Syſtem of Courtiers, which they take Care 
to manage as frugally as poſlible, for fear of 
being run a-ground. In particular, thoſe 
who have the Royal Ear, and can furniſh 
out no better Amuſement, ſelect the moſt 
conſpicuous Figures from the Herd, which 
they immediately run down, pull to pieces, 
and ſerve up as Royal Entertainment. 

Or this kind of Sport, no Perſon was ſo 


fond as the Ct ss of P/ As,; but 


then, ſhe followed it rather to tickle her 
own Spleen, than to flatter any body's elſe: 


El is for an Hour together ; when, 
upon hd Appearance of Count Ke 
„ ſhe changed her Manner all 


at once; and, taking the Hint from his 


Dreſs, extoll'd that much, his Perſon more, 
and ſpoke of his Accompliſhments, as 
{carce to be parallel'd. In this Interval, 
the Count advancing into the Circle, in 
order to ma ke his Complements, the E=, 


in a drolling way, told him aloud, that the 
Counteſs had been diſplaying her Talent at 
his Expence, and adviſed him to loſe no 


Opportunity of taking his Revenge. 
E 4 A 


And thus had ſhe paid her Court to the 
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(72) 
A Turn at once fo unexpected, and ſo 
contrary to her real Sentiments, not a little 
dilconcerted the Counteſs, who could not 
help betraying, by her Manner at leaſt, that 
ſhe did not deſire to have the Count for 
her Enemy. But neither had ſhe Time to 
undeceive him, nor he to make a proper 
Reply; for at that Moment, the El-—r 
and the Duke of Z entered the Room, 
and Complements on all Sides, engroſſed 
the Converſation ; which being exhauſted, 
the Scene was next changed to the Apart- 
ment of the Princeſs ; where the illuſtrious 
Company divided into Parties, in order to 
ſet down to Cards: But the Counteſs ex- 
cuſing herſelf, the El r did the ſame; 
for, having obſerved her to look ruffled, and 
uneaſy, he could not reſt till he had en- 
quired the Cauſe, and received repeated 
Aſſurances, that a ſlight Head-ach was her 
only Complaint, which ſhe made no doubt 
to get rid of before Morning : But, though 
eas d in part of his Concern by this Decla- 
9 | ration, he continued to enlarge on his 
. Apprehenſions notwithſtanding; which, 
it at preſent, ſhe would very gladly have 
W excuſed, as being more diſpoſed to come 
iſ to an Explanation with the Count, than 


to entertain the Careſſes of his High- 
neſs. 


— 


Sus 


E 


Sur was, however, at laſt relieved, by 
the Company's riſing up, in order to re- 
move to the Banquet, which was ſpread in 
the adjacent Apartments, and to which the- 
Ceremonial required, that the El r 
ſhould lead the Ducheſs of Z .- the 
Duke the El is ; and conſequently no- 
body could ſtir a Step, till he had lead the 
Way. 

Bor though ſhe was deliver'd from the 
obſequious El r, it was not her Lot 
to make an Offer of her Hand to the 
Count as ſhe deſigned; his Highneſs ha- 
ving given her in Charge to Prince Charles 
as an Invalid, who it would become him 
to be particularly careful of. 

THE Ball, however, which began 
after Supper, favoured her with the O 
portunity ſhe ſo much fought and deſir d; 
for the El—al Prince having opened it with 
the Princeſs his Conſort, it fell to her Lot 
to be led out next by Prince Charles, who 
having gone through one Minuet with the 
Princeſs, was, according to Cuſtom, to ſit 
down at the End of the ſecond, and leave 
his Partner to make her Choice likewiſe, 
which, as may be eaſily conceived, fell 
without Helitation upon K—— 74, who, 
fully believing what the El is had 
ſaid, to be Matter of Fact, was not a 
little ſurprized at ſo unexpected a Compli- 


ment: 
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ment : Being, however, a well-bred Man, 
and devoted to the Service of the Ladies, 
he could not help receiving her Hand as a 
Fayour, and expreſſing his Acknowledg- 
ments accordingly ; which the Counteſs re- 
turned with thele few Words, which ſhe 


dropp'd at once as ſoftly, and diſtindtly as 


poſſible. My Lord, I expect to ſee you 
„this very Night at my Apartment, as 
“ ſoon as the Court breaks up. The El—is 
“ has done me wrong.“ 

Vanity, what gay, handſome, young, 
Court-Lord is free from? Our Hero was not: 


To be diſtinguiſhed by her, who diſpoled of 


the Fate of H gave him a Pleaſure 
he was ſcarce able to conceal. In ſhort, 
the Princeſs was at that Inſtant forgot, and 
he replied with tome Ardour, That ſhe 
might command his Lite, as well as his O- 
bedience. 

TRE Aſſignation thus made and accepted, 
both Parties grew alike impatient to enjoy 
the Fruits of it; and, in order to render the 
Interval as ſhort as poſſible, the Counteſs 
had no ſooner ended her Dance, but ſhe 
counterfeited a Return of her Indiſpoſiti- 
on; as being fully perſwaded, the doating 
El r would, in Tenderneſs to her, find 
{ome Pretence to curtail the Diverſions of 
the Night, that ſhe might be the ſooner - 
at Repoſe. 
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No was ſhe miſtaken in her Conjec- 
ture: The Elector did not fail to ruſh into 
the Snare, and pleaded a ſudden Diſorder 
of his own, to facilitate her Recovery. 


The Court immediately took the Alarm; 


the good El is was for. aſſembling 


the Phyſicians ; and all the Officious ex- 


preſſed a Sorrow they did not feel, and of- 
fered Services which were of no uſe. But 
the El r, knowing his own Diſeaſe beſt, 


for this once reſcued himſelf from the 


Miſchiefs he was threatened with, and 
abſolutely refuſed all Remedies but Re- 
pole. 

Travs obligingly favoured by the very 
Perſon who was moſt concerned to diſap- 
point the Meeting, the Count was ena- 
bled to repair to the Place appointed, ſoon- 
er than he could have hoped: for, and the 
Lady to receive him; who, having as many 


Paſſions to indulge, had to the full as 


much Impatience as he. 


Or all the young Nobility about the 


Court, K k was the moſt diſtin- 
puiſhed in himſelf, and had leaſt diſtin- 
guſhed her. Amus'd with his Romantic 


Purſuit of the Princeſs, whom he could” 


never hope to obtain, he had till then o- 
verlooked ſuch as he might, and the 
Counteſs moſt, as being the Perſon moſt 
obnoxious to her Highneſs, 


THERE 
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THERE was, therefore, a Mixture of 
Self-Conceit and Spleen to the Princeſs, as 
well as Affection for K E, in this 
forward Step of the Counteſs's: She had nei- 
ther been accuſtomed to Neglect, nor was 
of a Temper to bear it; much leſs could 
ſhe ſuffer any. Body elſe to diſpute the 
Pre-eminence 1 her, or rob her of the 
Homage which ſhe thought ſtill due to her 
Charms, though now in their Wane. 
RxksoLv'p, then, to make a Convert 
of the Count at all Hazards, and be- 
lieving Advances on her Side to be the 
only Way ; being, likewiſe, of a Liber- 
tine-Turn, and thinking the Ceremonial in 
Love-Affairs to be moſt of all imperti- 
nent, ſhe had ſo diſpoſed herſelf on a mag- 
nificent Settee, as, at the firſt Entrance of 
the Count, might prepare him for what was 
to follow; as might totally efface every o- 
ther Image from his Heart, and fill it 
with hers only. 

IT ſeems to be a Frailty entail'd upon 
Man, that Heaven at Diſtance does not 


attract us ſo forcibly, as a Fool's Para- 
diſe in Sight. K 


found himſelf 
a Son of Adam in this dangerous Inter- 
view. To ſee himſelf at once over- 
whelmed with the Careſſes of a hand- 
ſome, powerful Woman, melted down all 
his Conſtancy at once, and made him 


fit 


4 


fit to receive what Impreſſion ſhe plea- 


Ra: -* 

Bur let us here draw the Curtain. 
Before Day-break the Count retired, and, 
inſtead of Reſt, had Leiſure for ſuch Re- 
flections as alternately produced Plea- 
ſure and Pain. That he had received Fa- 
vours from ſuch a Woman as the Counteſs 
of Plalag he could not be ſorry for; that 
he ſhould ſubmit to be a ſecond Time, ſo 
obliged, if ſo tempted, he ſaw no Rea- 
ſon to doubt; but to make the Truſt and 
Confidence of the Princeſs the Price, he 
thought was buying Gold too dear. 

HRE, therefore, began his Perplexity; 


for his Ambition prompted him to keep. 


well with both, and till ſome ſuch happy 
Expcdient occurr'd, he felt himſelf inca- 
pable of Repoſe. Concluding at laſt, how=- 
ever, that his Viſits to the Counteſs could 
not be concealed from her Highneſs, he 
came to a Kcſolution of carrying the News 
himlcli. 

AccokDINGLY, towards Noon, he attend- 
ed her Levec, when thoſe who deign'd to 
countenance her little Circle, came to pay 
their Comipliments of Courſe, and was ſoon 
diſtinguiſhed in 1o thin an Aſſembly, 

Tur Princeſs had for ſome Time been 
in cloſe Converſation with the Baroneſs de 
A{——1k, and could not help betraying is 


her 
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her Countenance ſome Signs of Chagrin, 
which the Count interpreted at firſt he 
had ſcme Concern in. But ſhe had the 
Goodneſs to put him ſoon out of his Pain, 
by giving him a Sign to approach, and 
_ *Irankly letting him into the Cauſe. Count, 
laid ſhe, you ind me this Morning more 
ſenſible of my wretched Condition than 
ever. I have made no Secret of any Thing 
to the Duke and Ducheſs; and, inſtead of 
h Comfort, reccive only the hard Leſſons of 
Patience, Submiſſion, and Reſignation. 
Finding my Health reftored, they feem 
under little Concern for my Quiet. To- 
Morrow they take their Leave ; and even 
the poor Pleaſure of bearing them Com- 
pany is denied me. The Count de Pl—# 
has found out that Travelling is charge- 
able. But why do I complain to you of 
his Oeconomy? You are in his Intereſt, 
at leaſt in his, Wife's, —and my Confi- 
dence may now ruin your Fortune. 
May Diſhonour ſeize me! interrupted 
the Count, as touched to the quick with 
this keen Reproach, if ever I forego your 
Highneſs's Service for any Intereſt what- 
ever. It is true, ſhe took it in her Head 
to diſtinguiſh me laſt Night, and I thought 
myſelf obliged to acknowledge it: But 
rather than this, .or any other light Cir- 


cumſtance, ſhould bring me into Suſpicion 
with 


(79) 


with your Highneſs, I would turn my 
Back upon her for ever. 

No, by no Means, Count, replied the 
Princeſs: 1 deſire no ſuch Sacrifice, nor 
have I any Pretence to juſtify ſuch a De- 
fire. Converſe with whom you will, I 
am perſuaded you can never ceaſe to 'be 
my Friend ; and, till you do, you can ne- 


ver forfeit my Favour : The Woman has 


Power, and under your Influence it may 
perhaps do me the leſs Miſchief. 

X — — 7 was going to reply, with 
yet more Paſſion, when the Princeſs laid 
her Hand upon her Mouth; and imme- 


diately taking Leave of her little Circle, 


retired to her Cloſet. 

Tk Count was now in a Circumſtance 
that moſt young Men of Faſhion might 
envy; in the Confidence of one great 
Lady, in the Boſom of another, and in the 
Eſteem of all: But Fortune was at this 
very Inſtant preparing to mortiſy him after 
a peculiar Manner; that is to ſay, by an 
Accumulation of her Favours. 

PRINCE Charles, who was as much at- 
tached to Glory, as K———#& to Love, 
had, during this Interval, obtained the 
El r's Leave to ſerve in the Imperial 


Army againſt the Turks; and believing his 
Friend had the like Ambition, procured 
him the like Honour, When, therefore, 

the 
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(80 
the Count was in the Height of Self- 


Congratulation, on having ſo happily re- 
conciled the Favour of Madam de P—#x 


with his Intereſt in the Princeſs, he found- 


himſelf oppreis'd with this new and un- 


 look'd for Benefit; which, though it re- 


moy'd him from all 'the Joys which either 
Grandeur or Luxury could beſtow, chal- 


leng'd the moſt chearful Acceptance, and 


moſt profound Acknowledgments. 
AccoRDINGLY in Complyance with the 
Tyranny of Cuſtom, K- k& put on 


all the Hero, and expreſſed himſelf to 


his oyer-officious Friend, as if he had ob- 
liged him in the moſt ſenſible Manner : 
as if Life was to be leaſt enjoy'd in the Jaws 


of Death; as if Glory was his only Mi- 
ſtreſs. 


Bor when their Field-Equipages was 


ready, and the Day of Departure drew 


near, in Spite of himſelf his Heart re- 
coiled, his Countenance fell, and a Cloud 
of Concern over- ſpread his Brow : Juſtly 
afraid, therefore, of the laſt tender Mo- 
ments, and the ill Conſequences which an 
fatal Eſcape might occaſion, he begged the 


E to introduce him 


to the Cloſet of the Princeſs; where fall- 
ing upon his Knee, and endeavouring to 


ſpeak, his Voice forſook him, and he only 
fix d 


(899. 
fied” bis Eyes upon the Princeſs, Nan 
TOs a Word. 

A 3 ſo paſſionate, an Aſpect 
0 difordered, her Highneſs could neither 
oyer-look, nor be inſenſible of: But re- 
collecting herſelf in a Moment, put an 
End to their mutual Embaraſſment, by 
giving him her Hand to kiſs, and Aying 
at the ſame Lime, Count, you are go- 
ing when I ſtood moſt in Need of your 
Services. Take Care of your Life, 
therefore, I charge you. Think I have 
an Intereſt in its Preſervation; and that, 
if you die, I deſpair My Enemies, I 
foreſee, will make my Load greater than 
J can bear; and it is by your Help only 
that I look for Deliverance. 

Ir the Count was overwhelm'd with 
Grief before, he became now. altogether 
as much tranſported with Joy; and, riſing 
from the Ground, as if all Air and: Spirit, 

expreſſed himſelf like one inſpired ; —— 
declaring ſhe had done him more Homo: 
than a Triumph: That a With of hers 
would bring him from the remoteſt Cor- 


ner of the Earth to her Feet: That | 


every Faculty of his Soul was at her 


Devotion; and that, even to the laſt G 
he would obey her. 


THE Princeſs ſmil'd | * 125 Baked 


gee] ; —gaye him her Hand once more to 
F kits, 


(52) | 


kiſs, and ſighing out Poor Count made 


him a Sign to withdraw; which he did 


immediately, reconcil'd to his Expedition, 
ſince it had been the Means of procuring 
ſuch a Declaration in his Favour, = 


Bur, though he had thus ſettled with the 


Princeſs, his Debts of Love were not 
wholly diſcharged: Madam de P— had ftill 


her Claims, and waited with Impatience 


to have them ſatisfied ; ; nor, in Spite of 
his Attachment to her Highneſs, could 
he prevail with himſelf to ſet out without 
making her thoſe Acknowledgments, 
which he thought both Gallantry and Gra- 
titude required, 
TIS a rcceiv'd Opinion, that to have 

a Tenderneſs for Two at once is impoſſi- 
ble; but nothing is more eaſy than to ex- 
plode it: And this one Fact is ſufficient 
to ſhew, that, to a certain Degree, Love, as 
well as Favour, is of different Kinds, and 
conſequently may be extended at the ſame 
Time to different Objects. & 
mired the Princeſs as an Angel, but he 
careſſed Madam de P. 2 as a Woman. 
If the firſt excited any turbulent Paſ- 
ſions, the laſt qualified them again: To 
the one, he devoted his Heart; to the o- 
ther, his Soul : That he deſired ; and this 


he adored. 
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MipxicHT, as uſual, was the Time 
appointed by the Counteſs for this parting 
Interview; which was all Paſſion on her 
Side, and Acknowledgment on his. The 
preſent Fair-One was Lady of the Aſcen- 
dant, and the other, for the Time being, 
forgot. If the romantic Bravery of 
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Prince Charles, who ſo officiouſly fought | 
out Danger as the only Way to pur- i 
chaſe Glory, was mentioned with | ſome 1 
Bitterneſs by the Counteſs, 4 1 
thought the Complaint ſo obliging, that | 


the Hero gave Way to the Lover, and 


7 
he almoſt confeſſed, that the Honour be- A 
ſtowed on him, was purchaſed rather too i 


dearly. At parting, the Lady - melted in- 
to Tears; the Count expreſſed himſelf 


„ 9 
3 


extremely ſenſible of her Tenderneſs, and | 
vow'd to hold her Favours in eternal Re- x 
N | | | 
TEE next Morning both the Prince and 4 

5 


he took a public Leave of the Court, and 
ſet out for Hungary; ſoon after which 49 4 ; 
arrived the important, News that the 1685 
a. t of EAA, at the Inſtance, * 
and by the Management of K. V. had 
opened a Way for the Houſe of Hr << 
to ſucceed to that Crown, in caſe the 
Princeſs of 5 died without 9& - 
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(84) 
As never any Incident of the like Mo- 
ment had befell this Court, ſo never any 


was celebrated with the like Rejoycings : 
Not only the El 


Moſes, they had already a Sight of the 
Promis'd Land from off the Top of Piſe 
ah. 
f Bur one melancholy Face was to be 
n in all H. r, and that was the 
Princeſss; who, not being treated as one of 
the Family, ſaw no Reaſon to join in the 
general Joy; and ſo little Pains did ſhe 
take to diſſemble the real Sentiments of 
her Heart, that the El ſs, who 
thought it little leſs than Treaſon, not to 
be tranſported at a Piece of News which 


reflected ſuch Luſtre upon her Poſterity, 


could not help upbraiding her upon the 
Occaſion, as one Inſenſible of her own 


Good, and guilty, of little leſs than In- 


ſolence, in affecting an Ind ifference towards 
a Crown, which even in her very Dreams 
ſhe could hardly have aſpired to. She ad- 


ded, that —_— ſhe ſeemed ſo much to 


undervalue, ſhe did not deſerve to en- 
Joy; more eſpecially, as the Advancement 
in Proſpect was not only ſo conſiderable, 
but in all Probability fo nearly approach+ 
ing, K. W. being —_— on the De- 

cline, 


| Family, but the 
Nobility, and even the Burghers and Pea- 
ſants behaving on this Occaſion, as if, like 
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(85) 
cline, a Widower and childleſs, and the 
Princeſs unlikely to have any more, and 
then a Mourner over her laſt. 

TRE El-—i1s did not chide thus warm- 
ly with the Princeſs merely from a Prin- 
ciple of Family-Zeal, or Gratitude to the 
E -h People; but becauſe the fancy d 
the Coldneſs of the Princeſs was a Re- 
flection upon her own ungovernable Tranſ- 
ports: For, ſtricken in Years as ſhe was, 
ſuch an ambitious Fondneſs did ſhe foſter 
in her Boſom of yet Queening it in E—— 
herſelf, that — ſent Dr. 5 — to 
Fs on no other Errand, than to 
make Obſervations on the Princeſs's Habit 
of Body, from thence to calculate how 
long ſhe might probably live, and what 
Hopes and Fears might be entertained as 
to the Article of Child- birth. N 

Tx Princeſs, in general, urged her own 
unambitious . Temper, in Excuſe for the 
Faults imputed to her by her El-——4 
Highneſs; but did not fail to inſinuate 
withal, that her Senſe of Things was too 
inſignificant to deſerve Notice: That as 
ſhe was treated now, ſhe ſhould expect to 
be treated always; conſequently an In- 
creaſe of Grandeur, would only be an In- 
creaſe of Miſery: That the Crown of E—d 
the (the E—f5) ſeemed to ſer ſuch a Value 
upon, had proyed but a Crown of Thorns 
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1 86) 
to moſt of the Princes that had worn it 4 
and that Sovereigns by Election, as well as 
by Inheritance, might find it to be the 

lame. . 

PLzASURE and Pain are the Night and 

Day of Life, and ſucceed one another as 

duly. Thus the Jubilee held at H——-r, 

1 | on this grand Occaſion, was no ſooner over, 

| Taz 4 05:9 Pt News came, that in a Battel with 

#216 ? g the Turks, Prince Charles was Killed; and 
that it was believed Count X 
having ſhar d in his Danger, had ſhar'd in 
his Fate. 

Tun Loſs of the firſt was mourned by 
the whole Court indifterently ; for his ami- 
able Manners had rendered him dear to 

all; and even K—— had the Honour 

to be deplored, not only by. Madam de . 

PI——2, but by the Princeſs herſelf, 

; who could not help ſacrificing of a few 
Tears, to the Memory of one who had been 
her Companion from her Infancy. 

Bor they were ſoon wip'd away: The 

| Report of his Death was ill-grounded ; 

| 5 the next Advices from Vienna brought 

Word, that he was not only ſafe and well, 

but on his Return to H——-y ; where he 

accordingly arrived, and met with ſuch a 

Reception as his gallant Behaviour had de- 

ſerved ; elpecially, from the Princeſs, who 

thought it one of the Fayours of Pro- 
Wen 
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vidence to have her only Friend reſtor'd, 


When ſhe had given him over, and when 


his Council and Services were likely to 
be more uſeful to her than ever. 

TRE El—— ! Prince had, for ſome 
Time, not only deſerted her entirely, but 
correſponded with his Miſtreſs openly ; 


of which her Highneſs not only com- 


plained both to the El——r and El ls, 
though without Effect, bur cnlarged upon 
the Affront offered to her in pretty ſe- 
vere Terms to the Prince himſelf; Who, 
inſtead of uſing the leaſt Addreſs to mol- 
lify her, gave into ſuch a Tranſport of 
Rage, that, utterly fo;gerting both her 


Sex and Quality, he # * *  * * * * 
ASS THEE TEA ESSE $ 


The whole Palace immediately. took the 
Alarm, and every Body that durſt, ruſh'd 
in to prevent further Miſchief : Notwith- 
ſtanding which, the Prince was 1o loſt in 


Paſſion, that he made no Scruple to avo-ẽ-· 


publicly, That from henceſor ward ſhe 
was. to conlider him as her mortal E- 


nemy : But his Threats were not heard 
* her they were addreſſed to: Grief 
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+ It is not for wart of Materials, that this Chaſm is not 
filed up: But every Fact in the Original Wal 
not bear a Tranſlation, 
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and Terror had oppreſſed her ſo ſtrong⸗ 
ly, that ſhe fainted in the Arms of thoſe 
who had come in to her Relief; and in 
that Condition was removed to her 
partment. 

SE was yet in the terrible Diſorder of 
Mind which this ugly Incident had 
brought upon her, when K———& re- 
turned from Hungary; and it was, there- 
fore, with a particular Pleaſure, that ſhe 
received his firft Complements. A truſty 
Friend, is the Balm of a hurt Mind: The 
Count, above all others, ſhe confided in: 
Her Heart was full; and to him it naturally; 
though indiſcreetly, oyerflow'd. | 

Ix ſhort, fror her own Mouth he had 
the Satisfaction to be informed of every par- 
ticular which had happened during his 
Abſence : Nor did ſhe give vent to her 
Compliments only, but talk'd of a Remedy; 
and entered into a ſerious Conſultation how 
it might be obtain'd, 

Bur this was no eaſy Task: Obſtacles 
aroſe on every Side; ſo many, indeed, that 
the bare talking of it, ſeemed to be all that 
was in their Power. 

THERE was, however, ſomething ſo 
agreeable to both, in theſe flattering Con- 
verſations, that they were often renewed; 
and as all Tranſactions in Courts, which are 
not as manifeſt as * raiſe Ini 

0 an 


Cowl. 
and partake of the Air of a Cabal, it was 
ſoon obſerv'd, That the Count, who uſed 
formerly to - vitit the Princets, under the 
Umbrage of Prince Charles, was now re- 
ceived in his own Right, and paid his 
Court more aſſiduoufly than ever. 

To Madam de P—'s Ears, theſe Whiſ⸗ 
pers firſt found theireWay. (for Spies never 
make their Court 1o ſucceſsfully to Favour- 
ites, as by propagating Miſchief) and left 
her poſſeſſed with a Fury, ſhe could neither 
lay nor tame: More like a Lunatic than 
a Politician, therefore, ſhe ſeat for him im- 
mediately, acquainted him with all ſhe had 
heard, and added much more, in hope to 
lurprize him into a Confeſſion of his Guilt, 
and thereby ſecure him to herſelf, by ha- 
ving him at her Mercy, | | 
Bor the Falſhoods he was charged with, 
enabled the Count ſo effectually to diſcredit 
the Truth, that all her Suſpicions were 
removed at once; and ſhe became as ready 
to puniſh thoſe who had abuſed her Cre- 
dulity, as ſhe had before appeared to re- 
ward them, 


Tuis Calm, however, laſted but for a very 


ſhort Seaſon. The Count's ill Stars led him 
to invite the whole Court to a grand En- 
tertainment, which he artfully gave Madam 
de PlI-— to underſtand, was principally 
meant as a Compliment to her: Reſolved, 
97 55 therefore, 
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therefore, not to be out-done in Gallantry, 
ſhe came to it, adorned with all the Finery 
which the El—r' s Treaſury, could furniſh: 
and the Princeſs, on her Side, foreknowing 
who ſhe was to vie with, moſt unfortu- 
nately diſtinguiſhed herſelf that Day, with 
all the Ornaments ſhe had, for a long while, 
neglected before. She no ſooner, therefore, 
made her Appearance, but Madam de Plus 
Jealouſy took Fire again: She thought her 
that Day too handſome, as well as too 
fine: She thought K too aſſiduous 
in pay ing his Court to her; and ſhe thought 
her Highneſs too well pleaſed with it : In 
a Word, her Diſpleaſure and Reſentment 
were viſible in her Eyes; and, when the 
Count inatched an Opportunity to come to 
an Explanation with her, ſhe repulſed him 
almoſt with Rudeneſs, and haughtily bid 
him return to þzs Princeſs, who would en- 
tertain him more to his Satisfaction: Not- 
withſtanding which rough Treatment, when 
the Aſſembly was broke up, he w aited up- 
on her at Home; and, by giving a dextrous 
Turn to every Thing that had paſs'd, as 
well as redoubling his Careſſes, once again 
found means to make his Peace. 

WARN'D, however, by the Experience 
of that Day, and what had happened be- 
fore, he wiſely reſolved to wait upon the 


Princeſs only on ſet Days, and in public; 


notwith- 


| (91). 
notwithſtanding which Precaution, . the 
Counteſs, not only perſever'd in her Jea- 
louſy, but even took upon her to call in 
Queſtion the Conduct of her Highnels, 
though ſo notoriouſly difficient in her 
OWN. 

Burt, though her Malice and Preſump- 


tion were ſoon reported to the Princels, 


ſhe took no other Revenge, than to ſay, 
with ſome Bitternels, © I excuſe her: She 
© has long ſince fallen out with Innocence, 
and a Reconciliation is impoſſible”, 

ITE Sore are calily hurt; this Reproach 
was echoed to the Ear of Madam de Pl—, 
who, from that Moment, refolved to be 
ſatisfied with nothing leſs than the Princels's 
Ruin: For the firſt Step towards which, 
ſhe ſent for the* Count, and required of 
him, as a Proof of his Integrity with Re- 
ſpect to the Princeſs, and of his Attach- 


ment to her, that he would marry the 


Lady —, her own Daughter by the 


El-—r; which he refuſing with ſome 


Horror, for Reaſons which he had too 
much Delicacy to explain, ſhe flew into a 
moſt indecent Paſſion, declaired him un- 
worthy of the Favours he had received, 
and the Honour he had refuſed ; and bid 


bim never attempt to ſee her more; for her 


Doors ſhould now be ſhut againſt him for 
cyer. * | 
K—k 
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F bowed, and retired: And the 
Commer immediately hied her to Court; 
and, having eaſily obtained a private Au- 
dience, made no Conſcience to charge a 
criminal Correſpondence upon the Princeſs 
and the Count; pleaded a Concern for the 


K 


1 Family, and took 
upon herſelf to make good her Charge; 
provided no Uſe was made of her Intelli- 
gence, to put the two Lovers upon their 
Guard. The El-—r, though aſtoniſhed at 
a Thing ſo little ſulpected, promiſed to 
keep the Secret inviolably, till every Cir- 
cumſtance was ripe for an Eclairciſſment. 
The Counteſs then reſumed her Tale; en- 
forced every Particular, with all the Subtil- 


ty in her Power; and rivetted all , by inform- 


ing him, that ſhe had offered her Daugh- 
ter in Marriage to the Count, as a Snare to 
come at the Truth; ſince it was manifeſt, 
he would gladly accept an Offer which ſo 
eminently flattered his Intereſt ; if ſome 
{ſecret Conſideration did not el him to 
refuſe it. 

Nox did her Malice terminate here; for 
by the Means of her Siſter, ſhe ſtirred up 
the ſame Suſpicions in the Mind: of the 
El 1 Prince; who was not ill- pleaſed 
to be furniſhed with an Excuſe for his 
ſavage Manner of treating a Princeſs whom 
all the reſt of Mankind admired. 


IN 


— 
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In the mean while, though the Prints. 
had ſufficient Reaſon to apprehend ſome 
Miſchief might be the Reſult of a Report, 
which aimed at no leſs than her utter Ruin; 
ſhe thought herſelf ſo ſafe in her Innocence, 
and had ſuch a Contempt for her Enemy, 
that ſhe ſcorn'd to make the leaſt Alte- 
ration in her Conduct; but received == 
as uſual; nay, affected rather to diſtinguiſh 
him more, as if in Defiance of all that could 
be urg'd againſt her. 

THIS Procedure of hers, however gallant, 
Was nevertheleſs imprudent, ſince it farniſh- 
ed daily Means to Madam de P/—; to 


add Strength and Colour to her Calum- 


nies; till Prejudice at laſt began to have 
the Force. of Truth. The El—r altered 
his Manner towards her, from Coldneſs in- 
to Contempt; the El eſs, inſtead of 
treating her with an affected Civility, al- 
moſt over- looked her; and the Prince her 
Conſort, put on the downright Barbarian, 
and diſdain d the leaſt 4 of Softneſs 
or Goodneſs, by way of Palliation. | 
Tus beſet with , Infults and Affronts, 


the unhappy Princeſs thought of retiring 
to Z——, there to ſpend the Remainder 
of her Days ; in order to which, the be- 


ſought the E 8 Leave, to make. a Viſit 
to her. Father and Mother, and by the In- 


terceſſion 
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terceſſion of the Elf, made a Shift to 
obtain it. 

Bur her Proje, like moſt other, by 
no means anſwered her ExpeQations : 
Though ſhe was received with great Indu'- 
gence and Affection by her Parents, when 
the came to explain the true Grounds of her 
Journey, and laid before them her earneſt 
Requeſt, to be received into their Pro- 
tection, and to reſide at Z for good 
and all; the Duke her Father, appre- 
hending uch a Step might breed a Miſ- 
underſtanding between the two Courts, 
conſulted B-rnſd—f upon the Motion ; 
who, taking Time to deliberate before he 
would deliver his Opinion, diſpatch'd a 
Courier to the El——r with the News, 
requiring to know his Pleaſure therein; 
who likewiſe conſulted Madam de 1 —, 
as his Oracle: And ſhe, thinking it too 
great a Grace to an Enemy, to have Leave 
to remain out of her Reach, inſiſted on 
the Negative; and ſupported her Opinion 
with ſo many political Reaſons, with Re- 
gard to the Succeſſion of the Duchy, that 
the El r came into her Opinion without 
Reſerve, and furniſhed B r-]. 
with Inſtructions accordingly; who then 
became clearly of Opinion, That if the 
Duke gave the leaſt Countenance to the 
Princeſs, in her Project to liye ſeparate 

| from 


| 655.) 
from her Husband, it would infallibly 
create a Rupture with H 1 all the 
miſchie vous Effects of which, could neither, 
perhaps, be foreſeen now, nor prevented 
ever. 1 | | 
- IT hath been already obſerved, that no- 


thing was ſo dear to the Duke, as his 


Repoſe; when, therefore, that of his 
Daughter interfered, he ſcarce thought it 
worthy a ſecond Conſideration. She 
was married, he told her, and his Authority 
would be of no Force againſt that of the 
Prince her Husband : Nor could either her 
Prayers or Tears, or thoſe of the Ducheis 
her Mother in Conjunction, prevent him 
from ſending her back to H. r, there 
to live expoſed as before, to all the Neglects 
and Inſults ſhe had beſought him to re- 
deem her from. | 85 
As Madam de 7. —— had taken 
Care that her Tranſactions at Z ſhould 
be no Secret to the Prince her Conſort, he 
received her like an Impotent Enemy, 
who had aimed at Vengeance, without be- 
ing able to compals it; and, with a Mix- 
ture of Contempt and Indignation, gave 
her to underſtand, That, though ſhe had 
failed in her Projects, he ſhould find a Time 
to make her repent, her very Endeavour 
to put them in Execution. 
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Tux Court of 'H——r was, at this 
Criſis, in no ſmall Ferment; for Prince 
# ſecond Son to the El- r, had 
ſtrongly importun'd his Father, to be- 
queath him a Portion of his Dominions; 
and found Ways and Means to win over 
ſeveral of the Privy-Council to his Party; 
who eſpouſed his Cauſe. with fo much 
Warmth, and urged ſo many affecting Rea- 
ſons in his Behalf, that the El r ſeem- 
ed almoſt on the Point of giving "y his 
own Judgment to theirs. _ 

Ox the other Hand, the EL—1: Prince, 
believing himſelf to be greatly injured by 
the Motion, made Uſe of all his Intereſt 
and Addreſs to diſappoint the Pretenſions 
of his Brother, and preſerve the Inheri- 
tance entire to himſelf ; which, through 
the good Offices of Madam de 8. 
he made a ſhift to accompliſh. 

, Bur, though diſappointed at Court, 
Prince M——7 did not give over his Pur- 
ſuit. Many of the Nobles of Z— were 
diſguſted with B—r—nſd—rf's Admini- 
ftration, and ripe for any Change, which 
afforded a Proſpect of taking the Power 
out of his Hands : 'To them, therefore, he 
applied himſelf, and by agreeing to their 
ſeveral Demands, in caſe he carried his 
Point, not only ſecured them in his In- 
tereſt, but induced them to ſign a Re- 

monſtrance 
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monſtrance to the Court of Vienna; in 
which they ſet forth, That the States of 


H—— and Z——— were never yet uni- 
ted under the fame Prince; that ſuch an 
Union would deprive them of their moſt 
yaluable Privileges; and that, in order to 
prevent the Evils they apprehended, it 
was their humble Requeſt, that the Suc- 


ceſſion might devolve to Prince M. un; 


whereby the Sovereignty of Z would 
{till be continued in the Houſe of L—egh, 
and they ſhould retain their antient Inde- 
pendancy notwithſtanding, 

HFH likewiſe lent the Chevalier K——, 
one of his moſt truſty Partizans, to Rome, 


with a Commiſſion to ſolicite his Holineſs 


to employ his Intereſt with the Emperor 


in his Behalf; and to engage in Return, 


That he would not only reconcile himſelf 
to the Church, but take ſuch Meaſures, 
as ſhould oblige his Subjects to do the 
ſame, | Es | 
Txt Chevalier's Reception at Rome, 
was as fayourable as either he or his Ma- 
ſter could wiſh. Pleaſed with any Op- 
portunity to enlarge the Juriſdiction and 
Reyenues of the Church, his Holineſs very 
readily embraced his Propoſals, comply'd 
with the Terms, and furniſh'd him with 
the neceſlary Diſpatches, with which he 
ſet out Poſt for Hu. 1 


G Bur 


5 
— mt — 


in 
11 


2 


— 7 — 
1 
r 


- 5 — — — 
. ty SO" 
Pe ee 


—— —_ 
as. 


4 — 
tha + I 


(6989 

BuT ſcarce was he arrived, but, by the 
Information of B- ſd -H, who had 
worm'd the Secret out of one of the Lords 
of Z— ——, he was 1ciz'd by the E-—<r's 
Command, and all his Papers being fonnd 
upon him, there needed, no State-Craft to 
give a Colour either to his Impriſonment 
or Scntence. 

Bur, though the Servant was thus ſe- 
verely dealt with, the Prince his Maſter 
had Opportunity allowed him to make 
his Etcape *: No PraQiices were left un- 
try'd to incenſe the E r again{t him; 
but Nature interpos'd in his Behalf, and 


at laſt pre vail'd. 


In the mean while, Madam de Pt, 
who began to deſpair of accompliſhing 
the Princeſs's Ruin on her firſt Plan, 


thought this Conſpiracy of Prince M—y's 


with the Lords of Z , would an- 
{wer that grand End with more Expedi- 
tion, as well as more Certainty. 

Wu LE, therefore, the Chevalier K=— 
continued in cloſe Impriſonment, and the 
Terrors of Death hung over him, all ima- 
ginable Arts were made uſe of to bring 
him to accuſe her Highneſs of being an 
Accomplice ; and, though all proved in- 
effectual 


* To Vienna, where he liv'd in the Emperor's Service, 
and dy'd a Roman Catholic, . 172 4 


(99) 
effectual, a Charge was preferred againſt 
her notwithſtanding ; though unſupported 
by any Proofs, ' or even Circumſtances 
which might juſtify a Suſpicion ; and ſhe 
made her Defence with all the Spirit and 
Fortitude imaginable: Among other 
Things, inſinuating, That her Accuſers 
had no Foundation for offering her this 
freſh Indignity, except the Conſciouſneſs 
that their own Behaviour had given her 
ſufficient Provocation to ruſh upon any 
Extremity, of any Kind. But, whatever 
Reaſon ſhe had to think herſelf abſolv'd 
from any other Ties, that her Children held 
ſame Intereſt in her Heart as ever, and 
no Perſecution could or ſhould deprive 
them of it. | 


Bur what contributed ſill more to mani- 


feſt her Innocency was this: when the Che- 
valier K——— was at the Place of Exe- 
cution, he purg'd her Highneſs in the moſt 
ſolemn and circumſtantial Manner, from 
having the leaſt Concern in, or Know- 
ledge of, Prince M——-#'s Deſign ; and 
this he perſiſted in to his laſt Breath. 
NEVERTHEL ESS, tho' the World did her 
Juſtice, the Prince her Conſort was not ſo 
open to Conviction ; on the contrary, he af- 
fected ſtill to believe her criminal, and to 
treat her accordingly ; never looking up- 
on her but with Scorn, or ſpeaking of her 
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but with Reſentment ; inſomuch that her 
Heart grew too big to lupport ſuch 8 
peated Indignities any longer; and, 
render the Keſidue of her Life ible. 
ſhe found it neceſſary, or thought it ex- 
pedient, to make her Eſcape into France. 
To the Baroneſs de M Ik, and 
K only, ſhe imparted this her Deſign, 
and by their Advice and Aſſiſtance pro- 
poted to carry it into Execution; but ſo 
many Bifficultics were to be ſurmounted, 
and fo many Dangers to be guarded a- 
gainſt, that frequent Meetings were made, 
and Contultations held, on ſo delicate and 
important a Subject, which ſoon came to 
have the Air of a Cabal, and conſequently 
attracted the Obſervation of thoſe Court- 
Peſts, who ſatten on the Wages of Iniquity. 

Ix ſhort, Madam de Pl was in- 
ſtantly informed of all they had diſ- 
covered; together with ſuch Embelliſh- 
ments of their own, as they believed 
would render their Intelligence yet more 
grateful; and which ſhe again, in her 
Turn, made Haſte to communicate to both 
the El-r and the Prince his Son, with pro- 
per Aggravations, that Vays and Means 
might be found to get at the Bottom of 
the Intrigue, and "ach Puniſhment be 
inflicted on the Parties, as might flake, if 
not ſatiate, her Thirſt of Revenge. 

HarriLy, 
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Havyrily, however, the Princeſs and 
her. two Friends had, by this Time, ad- 
juſted the principal Points under Delibe- 
ration ; and, for Fear any Alarm ſhould 
be taken, X was forthwith to 


make a Viſit to his * Siſter, at the Court 


of King A—-s, there to remain till all 


Things were ripe for the intended Eicape, 


which, upon his Return, was to be made 
without any further Delay. 

| Mapam de Pl — was utterly con- 
founded at this unexpected Journey: as 


ſhe thought nothing was more certain than 


that the Count's ambitious Deſigns upon 
the Princeſs, had hinder'd him from coming 
into her . ſo ſhe believed, that 
nothing but an Aſſurance of Succeſs could 
have led him to ſacrifice a Poſſeſſion to a 
Proſpect only. 

Wr, therefore, ſhe flatter herſelf, 


that her Vengeance was at Hand, to ſee | 


one of the principal Objects of it, give her 
the Slip, and thereby deprive her of all 


probable Means of reaching the other, it 
gave her the moſt ſenſible Mortification ; 


and for a Time, the felt all the Bitterneſs 


of her own Malignant. Diſpoſition, with, 


ſcarce a Hope to have it recompenced 
with the Sweets of a Gratification. 
G 3 Bur 


1 * Author of theſe Memoirs. 
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Bor, what was beyond her Policy or 
her Malice to compaſs, Chance put in 
her Power, when ſhe leaſt expected it. Let 
all thoſe leaky Gallants, who have the 
Happineſs to be in the good Graces of the 
Ladies, and all thoſe Ladies who have been 


ſo unfortunate as to truſt fuch leaky Gal- 


lants, take warning from what follows; 
fince 'tis a Leſſon, that both are "PO 
concerned in. 

Ir happened, one Evening, while K 
was at the N Court, that, both the 
King and his Gueſts having drank away 
their Modeſty and Diſcretion, a Propoſal 


was made, and accepted, for every Man in 


Turn, to entertain the Company with an 
Account of his Love-Intrigues, not omit- 
ing either Names, Circumſtances, or What- 


ever elle might give a Zeſt to his Narra- 


tion. His Majefty not only gave in to this 
Propoſal, but tet the Example; and few 
ſeruple to follow, when King's lead the 
Way. 

WIN, therefore, it came to the Turn 
of K „ he firſt made his Adventures 
with Madam de P. , the Subject of 


his Comedy, which he ſet forth with all 
the Wit and Humour he was Maſter of, 
and likewiſe as minutely as poſſible; not for- 
getting, that, after all which had paſſed be- 
tween them, ſhe had the exceſſive Goodneſs 


to 
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to make him an Offer of her Daughter. — — 
Neither did he ſtop here: For, the Wine = 
having turn'd his Brain, he had the Raſhnels - 1 
to talk of the Princeks : ; to expoſe the ſa- _—.. 
vage Diſpoſition of her Husband ; to boaſt | = 
of being in her Confidence, and to publiſh, Y 
that, at his Return, ſhe had already agreed - . 
to make her Eſcape with him into France. 
TE Company was numerous, and, as 
it may be imagined, all attentive; but nog, 
body more 05 than a certain R 
Nobleman ; who, being in Diſgrace at 
Home, had taken, Sanctuary in the Court 
of King Ae, and, now thought he 
had the Means in his Power to make his 
Peace. 
AccoRDiNGLY, the Count had no ſoon- 
er ended his frantic Confeſſion, but, feigning 3 
himſelf to be quite intoxicated with the - 
Fumes of the Liquor, he tumbled under | 
the Table, and was carried off, as it was 
ſuppoſed, to ſleep himſelf ſober. But Sleep 
was the leaſt of his Concern : He employed 
the Reſidue of the Night in filling a large 
Packet to Madam de Pl—1, containing all 
the Particulars of K——k's moſt inex- 
cuſable Folly ; which, at Day-break, he 
ſent Expreſs to the Court of H 
Taz King himſelf, moreover, recolle&- 
ing the next Day the Eſcapes of the N ight, 
and thinking the Honour of all Sove- 
G 4 reigns | 
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reigns wounded in this bold Attempt of 
the Count's, diſpatch'd a Courier likewiſe, 
with a Confirmation of every fatal Particu- 
lar, betrayed before by the ſubtle H. 
Nornixc could equal the Rage of 


Madam Je P—— on the Receipt of this 
Intelligence, but the Pleaſure ſhe took i in 
perſuading herſelf that the Head of her 
Apoſtate-Lover, would probably anſwer 
for the Intemperance of his Tongue. And, 
that no Time might be loft in ſpreading 
her Snares, ſhe haſten'd to the El-—r's 


Cloſet, to communicate as much as ſhe 


thought proper of the H— 4 Packet: 

that is to ſay, all that related to the E- 
ſcape of che Princeſs; urging withal, That 
ſo black « Treaſon ought to be puniſhed, . 
if poſſible, as ſoon as known; and that, in 
order to get the Traitor inte their Power, 
any flattering Invitation to ſome higher 
Poſt in the Army, would not fail to quic k- 
en his Return, ſince it would afford him 
the Opportunity he waited for to carry off 
the Princeſs. 

WIL E they were yet in this Conference, 
the Coun np ber her Husband, ſent his Secrs tary 
to the EH ith the King of P 
Diſpatch, which w as, ee eee 
in ſuch Terms, as ſpared Madam de P——; 
and only expreſs d a tender Concern for the 

; Honour 
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| Honour of the W ſo criminally ex- 
poſed by this ungrateful Swede. 

So authentic a Confirmation of the 
HEE "Ditcovery, Madam de P—— 
did not fail to enforce with all the Argu- 


ments in her Power; and, coaſequently, 
made ſure of her Point. 


Bur ſhe might have ſpared her Pains ; 


for the Count himſelf, being apprized the 


next Day, of the Fault he had committed - 


in his Cups, and juſtly afraid that it might 
be made Uſe of to his Prejudice, ſet out 
ſhortly after for I , in hopes to carry 


his Project into Exceution, before the ill 


Conſequences, he had Reaſon to dread, 
ſhould take Place. 


As in ſuch Places as H 


it is {ſcarce 


poſſible for any Stranger of Diſtinction to 


arrive without the Court's being made ac- 
quainted with it, K—— judged it to be 
moſt for his Intereſt to wait upon the E—x 
as uſual, like a Perſon who would not be 
thought conſcious of any Misbehaviour : 
But though the Er endeavoured to re- 
ceive him likewiſe as if he had no Suſ- 
88 7 of the Truth, he was not able to 


e ſo much upon lis Guard, but that 
K 


k perceived all was not right, and, 


therefore, concluded eycry Thing was to 
be feared. 
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TAEkINC his Leave, therefore, as ſoon 
as the Forms of a Court would allow, 


he made his next Viſit to the El——i1s, 
where, alſo, he found the Princeſs, who 
could ſcarce contain the Satisfaction ſhe 
received at the Sight of one whom ſhe 
looked upon as her Deliverer. 

Tur, however, not the leaſt Hint for 
Suſpicion might be given, ſhe received his 
Court only at a Diſtance, and in common 
with the El—ſfs; but withal, by a Whiſper 
ſent by the Baronels de M- k, which 
ſhe believed had paſſed unnotic'd, let him 
know, that ſhe would do him the Honour 
of a private Audience in the Evening, 

Bur though this Meſſage was ſent and 
communicated with all imaginable Precau- 
tion, Madam de - Siſter to the Count- 
els de P— and Miſtreſs to the E——1 
Prince, who was then in the Circle, kept 
a vigilant Eye on all that paſſed, and! with 
the threwdneſs peculiar to the Sex, gueſſed 
at the whole Truth, which ſhe failed not 
to communicate both to her Siſter and the 
El—r ; who, being under the Influence of 
this Brace of Furies, was led to believe 
and reſol ve implicity, as they directed. 

, k, they urged, would not fail 
to viſit the Princeſs this very Night, and 
perhaps, to pacify his own Fears, or to put 
the ent out of Fortune's Power, might 
over- 


( 107 ) 
over-perſuade her not to run the Riſques 
of another Day: That, therefore, his High- 
neſs ought forthwith to exert himſelf, and 
ſecure the Honour of his Family, by the 
Death of this bold Invader, while he was 
yet within his Reach: Time being the 
grand Hinge on which the Succeſs of all 
Things turn'd. 

THIS fatal Cabal laſted the whole Day, 
which was ſpent by K— in making 
Viſits, and receiving Compliments on his 
Return; a Ceremony which he thought 
neceſſary, both to fill up a tedious Interval, 
and likewiſe, to prevent, if poſſible, any 
Suſpicion of his Plot, which was now, in 
every Circumſtance, ripe for Execution. 


Txt Evening at laſt came, and all 
Things ſeemed to fayour his Defign. The . 
E- Prince was at the Court of BEL? — 


on a Viſit: Madam de VI n Was in- 
diſpoſed, and the El r, as he fondly 
imagined, entertained no other Thoughts 
than, of her Recovery. To the Baroneſs de 
Ms Apartment, he therefore flew with 
more than ordinary Tranſport (having firſt 
caus d his Equipage to be in readineſs, and 
appointed his Servants their Poſts) and was b 

her introduced to the Princels, at whoſe Feet 
he immediately fell with an Ardour which 
mere Court-Devorion very rarely inſpires ; 
and being raiſed by her Highneſs with all 
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their utmoſt Efforts to diſſuade her from 
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the gracious  Ezprefiiy which could fig- 
nifty Eſteem and Acknowledgment, he 


proceeded to open to her the. Diſpoſitions 


and commodious ; with which ſhe 
appearing to be extremely well fatisfied, 
he took the Hint to preſs her to an in- 


ſtant Departure, enforcing We favourable 


Circumſtances before mentiohed, explain- 


ing to her the Expediency of ſo doing, 
if they had any Regard to their common 
Safety, and enlarging on the Dangers 


which probably might attend the leaſt 
Delay. All which "he uttered with fo 


much Vehemence and Paſſion on one Hand, 


and Tenderneſs on the other, that the 


Tears often ſtarted into his Eyes, and 


dropped from hers. 

80 near a Proſpect of Deliverance had 
all the Effect the Count could wiſh She 
thought of it with Ecſtaſy, and regarded 
him with ſomething more than Gratitude. 
But. when upon the Point of giving her- 
ſelf up to his Conduct, the Tenderneſs of 
the Mother got the Better of the Refent- 
ments of the Wife; and ſhe inſiſted upon 


being indulged with one Day, to give 


ber laſt Embraces to her Children, before 
ſhe took her Leave of them for eyer. 
Bor the Count and the Baroneſs us'd 


this 


ad made to render her Eſcape both 


e 
this unſeaſonable Tenderneſs; but to no 
Purpoſe: My Children! my Children, 
ſaid ſhe, have never offended me; nor 
ſhould 1 bear the Reproaches of my own 
Conſcience, if I ſet out, without leaving 


ſuch an Impreſſion of their unhappy _ 


ther's Affection upon their Minds, 
Time itſelf ſhall not be able to efface. 
THis ablolute Refuſal ſtruck the Count 
to the Heart: from the moſt ſanguine 
Hopes, he ſunk at once into Deſpair ; 


and, like one convinced that his Fate was 


ſcaled, paſſionately kiſſed her Hand, yreſs'd 
it to his Boſom, and ſighing ſaid, Adieu, 
Madam ! may I prove a falſe Prophet! 
but I fear this is the laſt Time you w ill 
ſee poor K 2 

WHILE theſe Paſſages took Place in 
the Princeſc's Cloſet, Madam de P. 
Spies carried the News of the Gount's 
Viſit, to the dark Cabal, we left fitting 
upon. his Deſtiny ; upon which the E—r 


immediately reſolved to cloſe with his 
Fayourite's bloody Propoſal, and four 


of the moſt deſperate Ruffians of his Guard 
were appointed to put it in Execution; who 
had ſcarce taken the Poſts aſſigned them, 
before the unhappy Victim, mufled up in 
his Cloak, fell into their mercileſs Hands; 
and, though he made a ſhift to draw his 


Sword, and defended himſelf like a Man 


Who 
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who was reſolved not to part with his Life 
tamely, his Valour was of no other Uſe, 
than to redouble the Fury of his Affaſſins, 
who, in a few Minutes, cut him almoſtto 
Pieces : after which, having, by a Signal, 
before agreed upon, given Intimation, that 
ant .: fulfilled their Orders, the El—-r 
himſelf joined them, and being ſatisfied 
that his Vengeance had fallen where it 
was directed, he ordered the Body be 
thrown into a Houſe of Eaſe adſoining, 
which the next Morning was brick'd up, 
as if eſteemed the only proper Sepulchre 
for one who had the Preſumption to me- 


ditate the 3 of the Et] 


Houle, 

As the Stage where this Tragedy was per- 
formed was at ſome Diſtance from the A- 
partments of the Princeſs, ſhe heard nothing 
of the Scuffie between the Count and his 
Aſſaſſins; bur, immediately after his Depar- 
ture, began to prepare in Earneſt for her E- 
ſcape, which ſhe had fixed for the Night 
following; and, when retired to Reſt, — 0 
with leſs Perturbation than uſual, as be. 
lieving” her Captivity was now at an 
End. 
Bor, if the Night was Peace, the 
Morning was Trouble ; for ſcarce had ſhe 
opened her Eyes, before ſne ſaw the Ba- 


-k approaching her Bed- 
Side 


„„ 


Side with Horror in her Face; and heard 


her ſob forth, — Alas, Madam, the Count! 


the poor Count! without being able to 
utter more. Nor, indeed, was there any 
Occaſion ; for her preſaging Soul but too 
eaſily divin'd the reſt. De Malle mel- 
ted into Tears, and, as an Acceſſary, not 
only lamented his Fate, but trembled for 
her own. The Princeſs, on the contrary, 
as if Affliction ſerved only to ennoble her 
Faculties, and increaſe her Fortitude, ſcarce 
{ſuffered her Complection to change it's 
Hue, or one Mulcle to expreſs the leaſt 
Hint either of Sorrow or Deſpondency. 
It is well, ſaid ſhe: I deſired to be free; 
and, if I become ſo, no Matter for the 
Way. — They have done their worſt al- 
ready. | 
Bx this Time, de M— having recover- 
ed the Uſe of her Speech, proceeded to 
inform her, that as to the Particulars of 
XK s Deſtiny, they were yet unknown: 


only the Noiſe of a Fray had been heard; a 


large Quantity of Blood had been found; 
the El r in Perion had given ſome Myſte- 
rious Orders; the Count had never been 


| ſeen ſince, and all his Papers had been ſeiz- 


ed. To which, the Princeſs only re- 
plied, Then our Adyerfaries will, at once, 
be made ſenſible of our Innocence, and 
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their own Guilt: And we thall ſuffer what 3 
they deſerve. 


Tuls had Relation to certain 1 f 


hers to the Count; in hich the whole 


Scheme of her intended Ejcayo was fully 
laid open, and the Dotage of the EI x, 


the brutal Behaviour: If his Son, the 


infamous Lives of the two Siſters,- their 


Boſom-Favourites, and the lethargic In- 
dolence of the Duke her Father, were 
treated with all the Severity, that In- 


dignities and Provocations without Num- 
ber could inſpire. 

Urn theſe miſchie vous Letters, which 
none but the inconſiderate K would 
have preſerved, the El—r and tlie two 
Siſters were fitting in Judgment, during 
this melancholy Conyerlation between the 
Princeſs and her Conhdante ; and ſcarce 
was it over, before an Officer rudely burſt 
into the Apartment, with an Order from 
r to ſeize the Baroneſs, and 
commit her into cloſe Cuſtody, and to 
confine her Highnets to her Chamber, till 
the E—r's farther Pleaſure. ſhould be 
known. _ | 


"Car ſame Day an Expicls * 5 dilpatclrd 


to the El——1 Prince at Bu, and a- 
'nother to Bf at Cell., to be 


delivered by him to the Puke, with In- 


3 proper to aggrayate the ill Con- 


; duct 


9 


- + . SS 
duct of the Princeſs, and qualify the Outrage 
of putting her under Confinement; all ſup- 
ported by ſuch of her Letters as were 
writ when her Mind was moſt exaſperated, 
and in which her Expreſſions were molt: 


_ obnoxious to ſiniſter Interpretations. 


THe Prince, as tis eaſy to imagine, felt 


no other Emotion on this Occaſion, but 
that of Reſentment; as he had never 


loy'd his Conſort, it gave him little Un- 
eaſineſs to find, that he had no longer 
any Share in the Heart he had been at 


ſuch Pains to alienate : But then his 
Pride was hurt, and one Victim he thought 


ſcarce ſufficient to atone for the Injury 
which he was perſuaded to believe had 
been done him. | 


E likewiſe, ſo exquiſitely 


did  B—7rnſd—ff play his Part, that 
though the Ducheſs threw herſelf at the 
Feet of the Duke, and conjured him in 


the moſt urgent and affecting Manner, 


not to give tco lightly into ill Impreſſi- 


on of the Princeſs his Daughter. He con- 
tinued immoveable, ſaying only, As ſhe 
hath forgot the Duty of a Daughter, ſhe 


mall find I have no longer the Bowels 
of a Father. He then empower'd B--xſd- 
—f to ſignify to the E r his Bro- 
ther, That the Criminal he had in his 
Power, was, likewiſe, at his Mercy 3 

, ane 
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and that however rigid his Sentence ſhould 


prove, he would ratily it. 


This Diſpatch, ſavage as it was, did 
the Count of 7. u, at the Inſtance 
of his Wife, put into the Hands of the 
Princeſs; and at the ſame Time gave her 
to underſtand, That it was the El-—-rs 
Picature, that ſhe ſhould be inſtantly re- 
moved to the Caſtle of A n (in the 
Pominions of 2 ) there to remain the 


Relidue of her Days. 


Bur ſo little able was either the Meſ 


lage, or the Letter to ſhock her Firmnels, 


that, with an open Countenance ſhe ſaid, 
Tell the El r, That when I turn my 
Back on H-—, every Road is pleaſant. 


To find that received as a Favour, which 


was meant as a Puniſhment, not affording 


the Count the Triumph he expected, he 
had the Inſolence to ask her, whether her 
Familiarity, with K——#& had rendered a 
M-£-4-W e neceſſary? And whether ſhe 
was already provided? And was again put 
to Shame by the Princeſs's replying, — Sir, 
theſe modeſt Queſtions of yours, would be 


more pertinent to your Lady; or if you are 


afraid to take ſuch Freedoms with her, in- 
treat your Maſter to do it for you. 

Ar that Inſtant an Officer of the 
Guards coming in, and informing her that 
a Coach waited for her, and that ſhe was 
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committed to his Charge. Let us go, 
Captain, faid ſne, we can never be in 
worſe Company than that we are now to 


leave. I am firſt to inform you, Madam 


reJjoin'd the Officer, that Count K— 4 
is dead. He is happy, then, anſwered 
the Princeſs, which the guilty can never 
be. At theſe Words, darting a Look 
of Scorn and Contempt on the diſap- 
pointed Wretch ſne was on the Point 
of leaving behind her, ſhe quitted the 
Room, and, without io much as ask ing 
whither ſhe was to be conducted, bid them 
drive on! 

BEiNc at length 8 at the Caſtle 
appointed for her Priſon, though in the 
Dominion of the Duke her Father, and 
but Eight Miles from his C ſhe 
found herſelf ſurrounded with che Crea- 
tures of her Husband, not one of Whoſe 
Faces ſhe had beheld before: And the 
very. next Day after, two Secretaries 
from the Court of H r, queſtioned 
her by Authority, concerning her .Correl- 
pondence with the Deceaſed Count, and the 
Particulars of her intended Eſcape into 
France; to whom, though under no 
Obligation to plead, ſhe related the 
Motives, Views, and Ends of her whole 
Conduct, with the utmoſt Candour and 
Minuteneſs, and even took the Sacrament 
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- Aa. 
by Way of Confirmation that all was true; 
not, faid ſhe, to exact any Favour from him 


who was my Husband, but in Juſtice to 


my own Fame. | 

Nox was this noble Behavidur of hers 
loſt upon the impartial World, who 
compared what ſhe had done, with 
what ſhe ſuffered ; and the Gallantry of 
her Defence, with the Shock it gave to 
her malicious Perſecutors, and pronounced 
her not only free from Guilt, but worthy 
of a better Fate. . 

As a Proof of which, it is notorious, 
that the Prince her Husband, (fearful 
leſt the Duke of 2 hoe: in 
Time get the better of his own pecthar 
Reſentment, on Account of his Daugh- 
rer's unguarded Expreſſions in her Let- 
ters to K 4, and in Conſequence 


thereof, ſhould retract the Inſtrument of 


Succeſſion then ſubſiſting in his Favour) 


actually made her Propoſals of a Recon- 


ciliation; to which ſhe returned the fol- 
lowing high ſpirited Anſwer: Tell the 
Prince that he requires an Impoſſibility: 
for if I am Guilty, I am unworthy of 


Him; and if Jam Innocent, he is unworthy 


or me... 

Tris haughty Refuſal, which was 
little expected, ſo highly exaſperated the 
Prince, that B—#{ſ4——f received im- 

mediate 
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mediate Inſtructions to folicite the Duke 
of Z——, his Maſter, to give his Con- 
lent to a Divorce, which he found Means 


to obtain; and in Virtue thereof, ſuch 


Practices were try'd on the two Con- 
ſiſtories of He and ZL, that both 


were induc'd to pronounce the Marriage 


null and void; which was neyertheleſs 


done with ſuch apparent Partiality, that 


though the Prince was left at Liberty to 
marry when and whom he pleaſed, the Prin- 
ceſs was deny'd the like Indulgence. 

AnD that no Door of Hope might ever 
be left open to her, when the El——r 
lay upon his Death-Bed, he induc'd the 
Duke, his Brother, to oblige himſelf by 
the moſt ſolemn Oath which could be 
framed, not to alter the Succeſſion of his 
Dominions : and BA took Care 
to have it punctually obſerved; For he 


(A 


28 
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had the Addreſs to preſerve his Afſ- 
cendancy over his Maſter ſo entirely and 


effectuallß to the laſt, that hen the 


Duke, likewiſe, felt his Diſſolution ap- (2.) 


ed though importuned for Acceſs and 
orgiveneſs, by the anhappy Princeſs his 
Daughter, he was influenced to reject all 
her Inſtances, though back'd by thoſe of 
her Mother: and thus, having refuſed 


e, 705 


Mercy, he died without a Pretence to ask 


Wo 


THE 
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Taz Princeſs had now her Mother's 


Sufferings to lament, as well as her own: 


for ſcarce was the Duke cold in his Grave, 


before his Dowager was obliged to quit 


the Ducal Palace, to which (nevertheleſs, 


no other Branch of the E--—l Houſe re- 
paired; and in the Article of her Kevenue, 
found a wide Difference, between the Pro- 


miſes of the Court of H-, and the Exe- 
cution. 


Tk new E—r, however, ſeemed, at 


laſt, inclinable to ate his Rigour to the 


Princeſs his Conſort, by cauſing a Tender 


to be made her of her Liberty : But ſhe 


was above accepting as a Favour, what 


ſhe deem'd to be her Right; nor from him 
would condeſcend to accept of any Favour 
at all. 

To the melancholy, as well as the 
Philolophic Mind, all Dwellings are in- 
different; and thus the Place of her Con- 
ſinement, which was at firſt ſo terrible, 
became at laſt her Choice: and ſo right a 
Uſe did ſhe make of her Calamities, that 
ſhe heard of the Death of Madam de P—, 
her worſt Enemy, without the leaft Tri- 
umph, and of the E altarion of the Kir, 
to the Throne of I Witfiout the 


-” leaſt Envy, or the reals Wiſh to ſhare 
To 


in his good Fortune. 


in the preſent, or Hope ſrom the future; 


. 

To þ hear that her Friend the Baroneſs 
de MILE, had the Courage to let herſelf 
down from the Tower of N, which 
was 180 Foot high, and the good For- 
tune to make her Eſcape to Vienna, after 
travelling ſeventy Miles on Foot, ſhe uſed 
to mention as one of the ſincereſt Pleaſures 
ihe had ever taſted ; and that ſhe lived to 
cloſe her* Mothers Eyes, as the moſt acute 
of her Misfortunes. 

AFTER that fatal Period, ſhe found her- 
{elf in the World, as one who had no Re- 
lation to it, or Intereſt i in itz without Joy 


at once, an affecting Example to the Princes 
of the Farth, of the Vanity of tublunaty | | 
Greatneis, and a Warning to the World in 

general, not to preſume too confident] 

That Innocence is out of the Reach of 

Slander. - 

DATE, at laſt, looked upon her with a 977 = 
compaſſionate Eye, and drew the Curtain of 3 7 72 
on her Calamities : But 1o peculiar was the " 

Rigour of her Deſtiny, that even He could (22 £ 
ſcarce redeem her out of the Hand of the 
Oppreſſor. Thoſe, moſt concerned in her 
Lots, being denied the common Privilege 

of expreſſing their Senſe of it, even, in a 
ceremonial Mourning. 
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